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quirements  and  various  other  require- 
ments (sometimes  called  strings)  at- 
tached to  the  government  money  applied 
not  just  to  the  work  done  with  the  $180,000 
but  to  the  whole  project.  Ultimately,  ac- 
cepting the  loan  is  going  to  increase  over- 
all costs  by  $100,000.  That  means  that  the 
Loopers’  insurance  company,  which  was 
footing  the  bill  for  the  restoration,  will 
have  to  agree  to  pay  an  additional 
hundred  grand.  Negotiations  on  this  sen- 
sitive subject  were  underway  at  press 
time. 

According  to  Kathy  Loo  per,  most  of 
the  former  residents  of  Chateau  Agape 
have  been  scattered  in  smaller  care 
facilities  throughout  the  city.  But,  tragi- 
cally, three  of  them  became  homeless  and 
died  on  the  streets.  The  expected  reopen- 
ing date  of  April  1996  will  be  too  late  for 
them. 


PLAN  BLOCKED 


Chateau  Agape  has  seen  better  days, 
by  Victor  Miller 

Chateau  Aga^-e,  once  the  "safe  haven" 
home  for  the  mentally  disabled,  remains 
uninhabitable  nearly  a year  and  a half 
after  a devastating  fire  caused  by  a care- 
less smoker.  Bureaucracy  and  liability  is- 
sues have  turned  the  $1.3  million 
restoration  into  a nightmare  on  Guerrero 
Street. 

The  22-bedroom  Queen  Anne  Vic- 
torian near  the  comer  of  Guerrero  and 
Liberty  has  served  as  some  form  of 
halfway  house  since  1935.  In  1978,  Leroy 
and  Kathy  Loo  per  bought  the  building 
and  rectified  over  100  code  violations. 
They  turned  it  into  a halfway  house  facility 
that  served  as  the  permanent  residence 
for  27  people  who  otherwise  would  have 
lived  miserably  on  the  street.  By  1993,  the 
Loopers  could  no  longer  afford  to  run 
Chateau  Agape,  so  they  leased  the  build- 
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ing  to  the  City,  which  continued  the 
board-and-care  facility  through  a sub- 
lease arrangement  with  West  Side  Mental 
Health  Services. 

The  Loopers  maintain  that  West  Side 
was  warned  repeatedly  that  a tenant  was 
violating  house  rules  by  smoking  in  an 
upper  floor  room.  According  to  the 
Loopers,  the  City  failed  to  deal  with  the 
situation  and  therefore  bears  some  of  the 
responsibility  for  the  fire. 

Part  of  the  problem  with  the  restora- 
tion process  are  "new"  code  requirements. 
Under  City  housing  regulations,  older 
buildings  are  exempt  from  various  build- 
ing codes  written  after  their  construction. 
This  exemption  is  called  "gandfathering 
in."  However,  when  a building  goes 
through  expensive  rehabilitation,  the 
grandfather  exemption  doesn’t  apply. 

The  cost  to  repair  Chateau  Agape  has 
therefore  increased  by  $180,000.  As  the 


Loopers  see  it,  the  City  is  enforcing  rules 
that  tack  an  extra  $180,000  to  repair 
damages  for  which  the  City  was  respon- 
sible in  the  first  place. 

After  failing  to  reach  an  agreement 
with  the  City  on  this  issue,  the  Loopers 
filed  suit  in  June  1995.  Subsequently,  the 
City,  without  any  admission  of  liability  and 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  reopening  the 
Chateau,  offered  to  loan  the  Loopers 
$180,000  through  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Housing  and  Community  Development. 
The  Loopers  kept  the  suit  in  place,  main- 
taining the  City  owes  them  the  money  out- 
right, not  as  a loan.  As  Kathy  Loo  per  put 
it,  "The  city  shouldn’t  charge  me  money 
every  time  they  bum  down  my  house." 

In  order  to  finally  get  the  work  done, 
the  Loopers  decided  to  accept  the  loan 
and  let  the  court  sort  out  who  owes  what 
to  whom  later  on.  But  then  they  dis- 
covered that  the  minority  contracting  re- 


RENT 

by  Rafer  Guzman 

On  October  27,  the  City  bowed  to 
a legal  challenge  and  agreed  to  suspend 
Mayor  Frank  Jordan’s  Mandatory  Rent 
Payment  Program  until  November  16,  at 
which  time  the  Social  Services  Commis- 
sion will  hold  a full  hearing  to  decide 
whether  or  not  it  will  go  forward.  Even  if 
the  Commission  decides  to  adopt  the  pro- 
gram,  its  implementation  would  be 
delayed  until  December  18,  well  after  the 
mayoral  runoff  election,  dashing  Jordan’s 
hopes  of  getting  the  program  underway 
before  the  general  election. 

Jordan’s  program  would  require  those 
receiving  government  assistance  to  pay 
rent  to  live  in  designated  housing,  most  of 
which  are  run-down  hotels  and  slum- 
dwellings,  according  to  Randy  Shaw,  Ex- 
ecutive Director  for  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic.  Under  the  City  Charter, 
the  program  must  be  adopted  by  the  So- 
cial Service  Commission.  Shaw  claims 
that  Jordan  avoided  bringing  the  program 


before  the  Commission  because  that 
would  mean  holding  a public  hearing. 

"They  don’t  want  that,"  says  Shaw. 
"The  general  manager  of  Social  Services 
just  wants  to  wake  up  one  morning,  sign  a 
piece  of  paper  and  — boom  - it’s  law." 

Attorneys  from  the  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Legal  Foundation  and 
other  local  groups  fought  the  program  in 
court. 

"The  future  of  the  program  hinges  en- 
tirely on  Jordan’s  re-election,"  says  Shaw. 
Mayoral  candidates  Achtenberg.  and 
Brown  have  both  pledged  to  terminate  the 
program,  but  if  Jordan  remains  Mayor, 
says  Shaw,  the  program  will  certainly  go 
forward.  "He’ll  have  four  years  to  get  it  to 
happen."  Indeed,  Jordan  has  shown  no 
signs  of  abandoning  or  even  modifying  his 
program:  On  October  20,  he  vetoed  an 
ordinance  placing  restrictions  on  it. 

For  now,  says  Shaw,  "A  major  court 
victory  has  been  won.  The  last  thing  the 
Mission  needs  is  to  have  this  program  in 
the  neighborhood." 
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Editor: 

Thank  you  for  (belatedly)  giving  me  an 
opportunity  to  respond  to  Mr.  Bier's  ill- 
considered  decision  to  include  me  in  his 
September  1995  list  of  the  Mission’s 
Worst  Landlords. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Mr.  Bier’s 
primary  source  of  information  concerning 
the  accusations  made  against  me  was  a 
disgruntled  ex-business  associate  of  mine, 
rather  than  city  inspectors  or  other  disin- 
terested and  reliable  parties. 

Had  Mr.  Bier  also  checked  such  inde- 
pendent and  more  reliable  sources  of  in- 
formation, he  would  have  discovered  that 
the  City  does  not  consider  any  of  the  rent- 
al units  at  1208  Alabama  (or  any  other 
rental  property  I own)  to  be  illegal  or 
over-crowded. 

Rather,  I make  every  effort  to  diligent- 
ly and  promptly  comply  with  all  of  my 
legal  obligations,  and  I am  very  responsive 
to  any  legitimate  complaints  received 
concerning  any  property  that  I own  or 
manage. 

Indeed,  it  is  my  policy  to  take  pro-ac- 
tive steps  to  adequately  maintain  my  rent- 
al properties,  by  (among  other  things) 
conducting  frequent  and  periodic  inspec- 
tions of  the  buildings  in  an  attempt  to  head 
off  any  problems  before  they  even  appear. 

I also  object  very  strongly  to  any  in- 
sinuation that  I am  in  the  practice  of 
charging  illegal  and/or  excessive  rents.  It 
is  my  firm  policy  to  diligently  comply  with 
San  Francisco’s  rent  control  laws,  and  the 
rents  that  I charge  are  quite  often  below 
market  rates. 

In  summary,  while  I applaud  your 
newspaper’s  effort  to  publicize  and  deter 
landlord  misconduct  in  the  Mission,  I sug- 
gest that  you  exercise  better  care  in  select- 
ing "targets"  in  the  future.  I have  made 
every  effort  to  be  both  a diligent  landlord, 
and  a "good  neighbor"  in  the  Mission,  and 
have  done  nothing  to  earn  such 
defamatory  and  hurtful  labels  as  "slum- 
lord." 

Very  truly  yours, 

Monica  Hujazi 


LETTERS  TO 

The  New  Mission  News  Responds: 

Our  sources  of  information  regarding 
the  condition  of  Ms.  Hujazi’s  properties 
are:  first,  on-site  observation;  second,  the 
extensive  record  of  code  violations  com- 
piled by  city  inspectors;  third,  testimony 
of  the  tenants  themselves;  fourth,  inter- 
views with  the  staff  of  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  who  are  highly  regarded  for 
their  expertise  in  landlord/tenant  issues; 
and,  fifth,  interviews  with  former 
employees  of  Ms.  Hujazi.  In  the  face  of 
the  consistent  picture  of  substandard, 
often  dangerous,  conditions  coming  from 
all  of  these  sources,  the  News  has  no 
choice  but  to  stand  by  our  original  story. 

The  numerous  violation  notices  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Building  Inspection 
to  Ms.  Hujazi  over  the  past  few  years  show 
deteriorating  buildings  that  are  not 
repaired  for  months  after  the  original 
citation.  One  of  the  more  egregious  ex- 
amples is  the  property  at  3001  - 19  Mission 
Street.  The  inspection  report  for  January 
15, 1993  notes  "raw  sewage  comes  into  the 
building,  floods  entire  floor  and  base- 
ment; scalding  hot  water  leaks  from  pipes; 
roof  ieaks  buckets  of  water;  no  working 
wall  circuits,  possible  shorting,  no  fire 
egress  of  any  kind."  At  1208  Alabama\ 
2959  24th  Street  Ms.  Hujazi  was  cited  for 
a failure  to  provide  adequate  heat,  a toilet 
for  the  bathroom  of  one  of  her  units  and 
severe  water  leaks;  these  conditions  first 
noted  on  January  18,  1995  were  not  cor- 
rected until  May  2.  Inspectors  recorded 
seven  more  code  violations  including 
failure  to  heat  the  units  at  the  same 
property  on  September  29, 1995. 

Then  there  is  the  testimony  of  Ms. 
Hujazi’s  tenants.  A letter  dated  Septem- 
ber 19, 1995  to  Ms.  Hujazi  from  six  of  the 
tenants  at  her  building  on  320  Turk  Street 
complains  of  easy  access  by  drug  dealers, 
a man  brandishing  weapons  in  the 
hallway,  an  often  out  of  service  elevator 
that  plummets  without  stopping  from  the 
sixth  floor  to  the  first  and  severe  damage 
caused  by  the  1989  earthquake  including 
"gas  leaks  from  stoves,  cracked  and  dislo- 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e  g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

SI 7,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  $ 1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

•For  example,  on  a loan  of  S5000,  with  an 
84-month  term,  monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area: 


415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


oa 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices, 
L_l  current  rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice 

LENDER 


THE  EDITOR 

cated  ceilings,  pieces  of  the  building  col- 
lapsing and  causing  damage  to  persons 
and  property  in  our  apartments  and  mold 
growing  on  the  walls  and  ceilings." 

Former  employees  David  Smith  and 
Daniel  Massengail  back  up  the  claims  of 
tenants  and  city  records.  Neither  Smith 
nor  Massengail  was  a source  for  our 
original  story.  In  fact.  Smith  contacted 
the  News  only  after  reading  about  his 
former  employer  in  our  August  issue.  Be- 
cause Smith  is  currently  suing  Ms.  Hujazi, 
claiming  that  among  other  things  she  fired 
him  after  she  discovered  he  was  HIV  posi- 
tive, the  News  would  not  have  printed  a 
story  based  on  his  statements  alone  or 
even  in  conjunction  with  statements  with 
Ms.  Massengail,  who  is  also  suing  Ms. 
Hujazi  for  back  wages. 

If  Ms.  Hujazi  is  sincere  in  her  desire  to 
be  a good  neighbor,  the  News  hopes  that 
these  dozens  of  unfortunate  incidents  are 
a thing  of  the  past.  As  for  being  careful  as 
to  whom  we  select  as  targets,  we  always 
have  been  and  will  continue  with  our  usual 
prudence. 


Editor, 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  your  recent 
article  about  the  "Mission’s  Worst 
Landlords."  I would  like  to  let  your 
readership  know  that  if  they  are  having  a 
problem  with  a landlord,  they  might  con- 
sider using  the  free  services  of  the  Com- 
munity Boards  of  San  Francisco.  We  are 
a non-profit  organization  not  affiliated 
with  courts  or  lawyers.  Trained  volunteers 
sit  at  a table  with  those  having  a conflict, 
helping  them  reach  a solution  that  works 
for  everyone.  These  free  dispute  resolu- 
tion services  are  available  in  Spanish  and 
in  translation.  It  is  a completely  confiden- 
tial process.  Unfortunately,  it  is  complete- 
ly voluntary  and  the  "other  party"  - in  this 
case  the  landlord  - may  chose  not  to  par- 


ticipate. Fortunately,  our  staff  excels  in 
impressing  people  that  working  together 
towards  a peaceful  solution  is  the  best 
answer.  If  your  readership  has  a dispute 
with  a landlord,  or  anyone  for  that  matter, 
they  should  call  863-6100  for  help. 

Sincerely, 

Irene  Cooper-Basch 

Director  of  Communications 

Dear  Editor: 

I heartily  concur  with  Frank 
Deadbeat’s  proposition  for  postering  on 
utility  poles  in  designated  areas. 
("Another  Deadbeat  for  Mayor"  New 
Mission  News  September  1995)  I for  one 
enjoy  the  information  that  posters  give 
and  find  the  different  colors  and  art  work 
aesthetic. 

What  does  offend  me  is  that  annoying 
little  man  who  has  assigned  himself  the 
role  of  neighborhood  censor  and  has  ap- 
parently decided  that  his  life’s  work  is  to 
tear  down  every  poster,  every  day  on  16th 
street,  regardless  of  what  the  community 
might  prefer  and  regardless  of  the  content 
of  the  posters.  It  saddens  me  to  see  some 
poor  sod  put  up  a poster  hoping  to  find 
their  lost  cat  or  stolen  bike  knowing  that 
very  shortly,  before  anyone  sees  the  poster 
the  little,  self-appointed-neighborhood- 
poster-vigilante  will  swoop  down  and 
once  again  denude  the  utility  poles. 

This  person  struts  down  16th  St.  as 
only  a juvenile  man  with  a small,  shall  we 
say  mind,  can!  But  then  his  inflated  sense 
of  his  own  importance  more  than  makes 
up  for  what  else  he  lacks. 

Since  he  obviously  has  so  much  time 
on  his  hands  it’s  too  bad  he  doesn’t  take 
up  some  volunteer  work  that  would  ac- 
tually benefit  someone  other  than  him, 
self. 

Ann  Rose 


JOB  OPPPORTUNITY 

Employment  Opportumtes  at  MILESTONES,  a licensed  residential  substance 
abuse/transitional  treatment  facility  for  men/  women  low  risk  offenders.  P-T/  On  Call 
MONITORS  : provide  for  the  safety  and  security  of  the  facility  and  residents.  Req:  H.S. 
Diploma  and  interest\  experience  working  with  challenging  clients  . If  in  rcovery,  two 
years  contmuous  sobriety  required  . $7/hour.  Apply  M - F 9-4,  374  Fifth  St.,  S.F. 
Women,  bilingual  and  minority  applicants  srongly  encouraged.  Bilingual  interns  and 
volunteers  also  welcome. 
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HAPPY  HOUR 

everyday ^ ^ Pm 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


3160  16th  street. 
415.861.259 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  <D  7:30. 


r 


live  music  on 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 
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DIA  DE 

LOS  MUERTOS  ’95 

ALTARS,  PROCESSIONS,  AND  EXHIBITIONS 


by  Bronwyn  Neal 

It  focuses  on  death,  but  Dfa  de  los 
Muertos  (Day  of  the  Dead)  is  anything 
but  somber. 

Reverence  lies  at  the  heart  of  the 
candle- filled  altars  many  construct  to 
honor  their  dead  loved  ones  each  Novem- 
ber 2.  But  the  traditional  Mexican  holiday 
also  offers  a chance  to  poke  fun  at  death, 
to  mock  the  fear  of  death,  and  to  revel  in 
the  fleeting  nature  of  life. 

Dfa  de  los  Muertos  is  rooted  in  the 
cultures  of  ancient  pre-Columbian 
civilizations.  For  the  Aztecs  and  Mayas, 
death  was  a stage  in  a constant  cycle,  not 
an  end  to  be  feared.  They  honored  the 
spirits  of  the  dead  and  invited  them  to  visit 
on  certain  days  of  the  year,  placing  offer- 
ings of  tamales  and  atole  on  their  relatives’ 
tombs. 

Many  of  the  ancient  rituals  and  images 
persevered  after  the  Spanish  conquis- 
tadors brought  Catholicism  to  Mexico. 
Today,  the  holiday  is  celebrated  with 
boisterous  masquerades  and  festivals 
featuring  candy  calaveras  (skulls)  and  of- 
ferings of  marigolds  (the  traditional 
flower  of  the  dead),  fruit,  and  pan  de 
muertos  (bread  of  the  dead). 

This  year,  the  Mission  offers  several 
Dfa  de  los  Muertos  festivities.  At  6 p.m. 
on  November  2,  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center  (2868  Mission  Street)  continues  its 
24th  annual  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  celebra- 
tion with  a reception  featuring  nearly  two 
dozen  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  altars  created 
by  Bay  Area  artists,  community  groups, 
and  cultural  centers.  The  altars  will 
remain  on  display  through  November  27. 

At  7 p.m.,  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
welcomes  Mexican  theater  troupe  Mas- 
cara Entre  Sombras  and  its  "La  Bur  la  Son- 
riente"  (The  Smiling  Mockery).  The 


performance  begins  with  a short  proces- 
sion (from  24th  and  Mission  to  the  Cul- 
tural Center  half  a block  away)  featuring 
masked  performers,  giant  "mojiganga" 
puppets,  and  Mexican  music.  Once  inside 
the  Cultural  Center,  the  troupe  presents 
three  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  ritual  plays  fol- 
lowed by  a banquet  complete  with  fruit, 
mole  and  pan  de  muertos.  Admission  to 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center  on  Novem- 
ber 2 is  $3  for  adults  and  free  for  children 
under  15. 

Meanwhile,  New  College  of  California 
(766  Valencia  Street)  holds  an  opening 
reception  for  its  Da  de  los  Muertos  ex- 
hibit, "Offerings  to  Remember/Ofrendas 
del  Recuerdo,"  at  7 p.m.  on  November  2. 
Following  the  reception  is  a 9 p.m. 
candlelight  procession  to  Dolores  Park. 
The  exhibit  will  remain  at  the  New  Col- 
lege Cultural  Center  through  December 
12. 

Also  worth  checking  out  is  Galerfa  de 
la  Raza/Studio  24  (2857  24th  Street).  The 
gallery’s  current  exhibit,  "A  Devotional 
Legacy:  1972  - 1995,"  features  the  work  of 
local  artists  who  have  participated  in  the 
gallery’s  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  exhibits  over 
the  past  23  years.  An  intimate  collection 
easily  viewed  in  one  visit,  the  exhibit  con- 
tains heartfelt  tributes  to  deceased  loved 
ones,  humorous  takes  on  the  holiday’s  im- 
agery, and  an  impressive  traditional  Dfa 
de  los  Muertos  altar. 

Next  door  at  Studio  24,  Mexican  sugar 
skull  artist  Emilio  Quintana  Ramirez  has 
set  up  shop  - complete  with  an  electric 
burner  for  melting  the  sugar  - making 
festive  calaveras.  The  skulls  range  in  price 
from  $2  to  $10  (depending  on  size)  and 
can  be  customized  with  a name  for  an 
additional  $1.  The  studio  also  sells  a 
variety  of  Dfa  de  los  Muertos  folk  art 
imported  from  Mexico. 


Rodrigo  Betantur  died  in  his  slee  p in  rlu 
early  morning  of  Det  ember  2N.  1994  ar 
Ins  home  in  Berkeley,  C alifornia.  He  was 
forty-one  years  of  age 

To  his  friends,  those  who  liveel  anel 
workeel  with  him.  Ins  final  wish  was  that 
you  continue  on  the  paths  you  forged 
together  It  is  the  greatest  tribute  which 
you  can  make  to  Ins  life. 

To  those  of  you  who  eliel  not  know  him 
well,  we  refer  you  to  Ins  work.  After  Ins 
accomplishments  in  music,  theatre, 
poetry,  st  ulpture.  posters  ami  community 
installations,  video  was  the  medium 
which  engaged  most  of  his  attention  in 
later  years.  Shortly  before  he  passed  away,  he 
finished  Ins  final  video.  No  Room  <//  /he  I////. 
whic  h is  a dot  umentary  about  homeless- 
ness in  San  I;rant isco. 

Rodrigo  Betantur  was  always  and  above 
.ill  a man  who  struggled  to  make  Ins 
ideals  const  ions  in  everything  he  did  I le 
would  have  wanted  you  to  do  the  same 


Rodrigo  Betancur  1953-1994 


An  altar  honoring  Rodrigo  Betancur  and  20  other  altars  will  be  on  display  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  Gallery  from  November  2 through  27 


WELCOME  TO  THE  NEW 
COLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT 

AT  THE 
ANDORA  INN 

LUNCH  & DINNER  LODGING 
AFFORDABLE  PRICES  UNIQUE  ATMOSPHERE 

2434  MISSION  BTWN  20TH  & 21ST  STREETS 

TEL:  282-2447 


FULL  BAR 

HAPPY  HOUR  5-7  DAILY 
LUNCH  & DINNER 
TUESDAY  - SATURDAY 
11:30  AM  - 9 PM 
PIANO  ENTERTAINMENT 
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SUPERVISOR 


San  Francisco  needs  Willie  Browns 
leadership.  Willie  Brown  has  always 
delivered  for  San  Francisco.  He  under- 
stands the  needs  of  our  city  and  the 
challenges  that  lie  ahead. 

He  has  a great  vision  for  San  Francisco  and  a realistic 
plan  of  action  to  make  it  happen.  The  day  that  Willie 
Brown  decided  to  run  for  mayor  marked  a turning  point 
in  our  city’s  ability  to  successfully  face  the  future.” 


CONGRESSWOMAN 

Nancy  Pelosi 


I W ILLIE  BROWN  has 

earned  our  support  and  will 
move  San  Francisco  forward! 


SUPERVISOR 

Carole  Migdcn 


SUPERVISOR 

Mabel  Teng 


SUPERVISOR 

Sue  Bierman 


CITY  ATTORNEY 

Louise  Renne 


AIDS  RESEARCHER 

Marcus  Conant,  MD 


WOMEN  S BUILDING 
FOUNDER 

Roma  Guy 


STATE  SENATOR 

Milton  Marks 


ASSEMBLYMAN 

John  Burton 


( ^)(/illie  Brown  will 


get  the  job  done! 


ORGANIZATIONS: 

Affordable  Housing  Alliance 
United  Educators  of  SF 
SF  Deputy  Sheriffs  Assn. 

San  Francisco  Police  Officers' 
Association 

National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW) 

Police  Officers  Research  Association 
of  California 

Alice  B.  Toklas  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Democratic  Club 
Lesbians  & Gays  of  African  Descent 
for  Democratic  Action  (LGADDA) 
SF  Democratic  Party 
Asian  Pacific  Democratic  Club 
Raoul  Wallenberg  Jewish 
Democratic  Club 

Robert  F.  Kennedy  Democratic  Club 
San  Francisco  Arts  Democratic  Club 
Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club 
Democratic  Womens  Forum  (DWF) 
Golden  Gate  Democratic  League 
SF  Labor  Council  - COPE 
San  Francisco  Building  Trades  Council 
National  Womens  Political  Caucus 
(NWPC) 

Teamsters  Joint  Council  7 
Transport  Workers  Local  250A 
Transport  Workers  Local  200 
Service  Employees  LJnion  87 
SEIU  Local  790 

Hotel  & Restaurant  Employees  & 
Bartenders  Local  2 
ILWU  6 
1LWU  10 

UNITE  - Pacific  Northwest  District 
Council 

AFSCME  Council  Local  57 
International  Federation  of 
Professional  Technical  Engineers 
Local  21 

Stationary  Engineers  Local  39 
Bay  Area  Union  Labor  Party 
Filipino  American  Democratic  Club 


Willie  Brown  CAN  BEAT 
Frank  Jordan  and  Move 
S.F.  Forward. 


Mexican  American  Political 
Association 

SEIU  Asian  Pacific  Labor  Alliance 
Asian  American  Federation  of 
Union  Workers 
San  Francisco  Tomorrow 
Frederick  Douglas  Symposium 
Bernal  Heights  Democratic  Club 
District  8 Democratic  Club 
Latino  Democratic  Club 
Black  Leadership  Forum 

SPONSORS: 

Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
Senator  Milton  Marks 
Assemblyman  John  Burton 
Supervisor  Carole  Migden 
Supervisor  Mabel  Teng 
Supervisor  Sue  Bierman 
President  of  Board  of 
Supervisors  Kevin  Shelley 
Gina  Moscone 
Leland  Yee  - School  Board 
Dr.  Dan  Kelley  - School  Board 
Leslie  Katz  - Community  College  Board 
City  Attorney  Louise  Renne 
Ted  Fang  - Publisher.  SF  Independent 
A1  Nelder  - Former  Police  Chief 
Hon  Leo  McCarthy 
Jose  Medina 
Kathleen  Baca 
Pat  Norman 
Cabin  Welch 
Storm  Jenkins 
Rich  Bodisco 
Helen  Dawson 
Enola  Maxwell 
Reverend  Cecil  Williams 
Henry  Berman 
Dick  Swig 
Gene  Fnend 
Josie  Mooney 
Joe  Lacey 
Mitchell  Omerberg 

Partial  List 


Paid  for  by  Willie  Brown  For  Mayor.  1237  Van  Ness  Avenue.  Suite  200,  San  Francisco.  CA  94109  IDA  950561 


IT’S  THE  ECONOMY, 
STUPID! 

AN  ONGOING  REPORT  ON  THE  ENTERPRISE  COMMUNITY 
AND  RELATED  MATTERS 
by  Victor  Miller 


WHEN THE 
MUSIC’S 
OVER 

In  September  the  SFPD  called  an 
abrupt  halt  to  live  music  at  two  popular 
Valencia  Street  bars,  Blondies  and 
Casanova.  Blondies  owner  Ricci  Cornell 
is  hopping  mad  at  what  she  feels  is  selec- 
tive enforcement  of  the  law  that  hurts  the 
struggling  local  economy.  "That’s  a 
hundred  jobs  they’ve  shut  down  including 
all  the  musicians  and  the  extra  help.  The 
ironic  thing  is  I made  more  money  without 
having  the  music  but  I decided  to  provide 
free  public  entertainment  and  now  the 
DA’s  treating  me  like  a criminal." 

Blondies  did  not,  in  fact,  have  the  re- 
quired cabaret  permit  for  live  music.  The 
cabaret  permit  is  one  of  those  things  that 
have,  in  light  of  more  felonious  occurren- 
ces, been  given  a wink  and  a nod  by  the 
local  constabulary.  Certainly  some  of  the 
Mission’s  notorious  taverns,  where  hard 
drugs  and  violence  are  commonplace, 
merit  a little  more  in  the  way  of  police 


services  than  either  Blondies  or 
Casanova,  whose  only  offenses  were  being 
lots  of  fun. 

In  the  September  issue  of  the  New 
Mission  News,  we  reported  on  Mexico 
Lindo  a restaurant/bar  adjacent  to  Mos- 
cone  School.  At  a public  meeting  twenty 
neighbors,  Captain  Santos  of  Mission 
Police  Station,  and  the  local  head  of  Al- 
coholic Beverages  Control  were  all  in 
agreement  that  the  place  was  a sleazy 
gambling  den,  with  a violent  clientele, 
many  of  whom  were  suspected  heroin 
dealers.  The  owner  subsequently  gave  up 
his  liquor  permit  but  remains  in  business 
with  plans  to  expand  his  video  game 
operation  and  cater  to  teenagers  once  the 
new  John  O’Connell  High  School  is  built 
next  door.  Terrific. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  horror  stories 
from  Mission  residents  regarding  bars 
that  have  run  amok  — they  usually  involve 
the  wielding  guns  and  knives  not  the 
strumming  of  guitars  or  plunking  of 
pianos.  When  the  community  demands 
the  places  where  the  dope  selling  and  the 
shooting  and  stabbing  of  people  happens 
be  closed  down  yesterday,  we  are  told  all 
about  the  due  process  these  guys  are  en- 
titled to  and  the  general  lack  of  resources 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦ We  carry  a full  line  ♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


3412  22ND  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Open  Ttiesday  - Sunday 

(415)  821-0997 


A Women -Owned  Husiness 


MISSION  AREA  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 

2940  - 16TH  STREET,  STE  305 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 

PHONE:  415-431-2268  - FAX:  415-255-7891 

If  you  live  or  work  in  the  Mission  District 
check  out  the  credit  union! 

We  offer  a full  ranqe  of  financial  services 

VISA  - CHECKING  ACCOUNTS  - ATM  CARDS  - 
AUTO  LOANS-  PERSONAL  LOANS  - AND  MUCH  MORE. 

If  you  are  tired  of  paying  too  much  and  not  getting  the 
the  personal  service  you  deserve,  call  us  or  stop  by. 

We  are  here  to  serve  you!!! 


Glimpses  into  Havana 

Photographs 

by 

Najib  Joe  Hakim 

November  10  - December  14.  1995 

EXPOSED  Gallery 

415  South  Van  Ness 
San  Francisco,  C A 94103 
Between  15th  and  16th  Streets 
4 1 5/487-9996  Fax  A 1 5/487- 9997 
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by  enforcement  agencies  in  general.  But 
when  the  offense  is  musical  not  violent, 
entertainment  not  mayhem  we  are  told: 
"It’s  the  law,  effective  immediately. 
Here’s  your  citation.  See  you  in  court." 

So  it  went  with  Blondies.  Cornell  now 
faces  a hearing  before  California  Com- 
munity Dispute  Services,  a nonprofit, 
mediation  group  working  with  the  District 
Attorney’s  Office.  This  is  supposedly  an 
informal  hearing.  Of  course  if  Cornell 
fails  to  show  up  a warrant  will  be  issued 
for  her  arrest.  It’s  not  all  that  informal. 
And  if  she’s  found  to  be  "the  party  respon- 
sible for  causing  the  problem,"  she’ll  have 
to  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  hearing,  $125. 
This  is  probably  a damn  sight  better  than 
full  blown  prosecution  but  it’s  a damn 
sight  worse  then  letting  the  whole  thing 
slide. 

The  Mission  has  always  been  home  to 
a number  of  clubs  and  night  spots  run  by 
people  who  drive  cab  or  crunch  numbers 
during  the  day  to  keep  themselves  afloat. 
For  them  the  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
that  the  city  soaks  you  for  in  the  applica- 
tion and  approval  process  is  onerous  and 

unfair 

While  some  of  proprietors  have  been 
able  to  afford  to  follow  the  encyclopedic 
mass  of  rules  and  regulations  with  which 
this  city  is  cursed,  many  of  them  haven’t. 
They’ve  smuggled  in  players  and  singers 
that’s  added  not  only  to  the  vibrancy  but 
the  economic  well-being  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. Sure  it’s  not  the  strict  letter  of  the 
law  but  if  all  the  laws  currently  on  the 
books  regarding  businesses  were  en- 
forced we’d  live  in  a ghost  town. 

What’s  next?  Sing  in  the  shower  --  go 
to  jail? 

EC  UPDATE 

On  October  14  the  Mission 
District’s  Enterprise  Community  held 
another  public  forum  on  proposals  to 
spend  an  initial  $740,000  in  economic 
development  funds.  Five  other  San  Fran- 
cisco neighborhoods  have  equal  amounts 
to  spend  but  so  far  the  Mission  is  the 
furthest  along  in  the  formulation  of  its 


plans. 

As  reported  here  last  month,  a series 
of  community  meetings  earlier  in  the  year 
had  come  up  with  an  18  item,  economic 
development  plan.  From  this  the  Mission 
representatives  and  alternates  to  the 
citywide  EC  board  had  further  pared 
things  down  to  a five  part  proposal.  All  of 
the  representatives  felt  such  a radical 
revision  should  go  back  to  public  for  fur- 
ther review  which  happened  October  14 
at  Cesar  Chavez  School. 

The  meeting  of  about  thirty  or  so  non- 
profit agency  employees,  local  property 
owners,  youth  activists,  SF  Housing 
Authority  personnel,  just  plain  folks,  and 
a couple  of  business  owners  made  for  a 
spirited  but  productive  two-hour  debate. 

Proposal  number  one,  to  employ  local 
youth  in  all  levels  of  a clean  streets  pro- 
gram, drew  some  fire  as  a dead  end  job 
program  for  youth.  People  wanted 
employment  opportunities  offered  to 
adults  and  the  scope  of  the  project 
broadened  to  include  environmental 
cleanup.  This  proposal  was  the  most  con- 
troversial but  eventually  garnered  the 
votes  to  be  number  one  priority.  People 
suggested  that  the  proposal  for  a stay-in- 
school program  for  the  children  of  Latino 
and  Asian  families  be  expanded  to  in- 
clude all  ethnicities,  age  groups  K through 
16;  and,  make  the  best  use  of  existing 
programs.  A third  project,  creation  of  a 
24  hour  childcare  center  was  modified  to 
include  linkages  to  licensing  programs 
and  existing  resources.  It  was  also  sug- 
gested that  a child  care  co-op  model  be 
explored.  The  implementation  of  a plan 
for  a nonprofit  buyout  of  the  Mission’s 
residential  hotels  was  criticized  as  too  am- 
bitious. The  proposal  presently  is  to  buy 
or  stabilize  these  buildings.  A final 
project  to  enhance  the  Mission’s  existing 
mural  tour  operation  with  the  addition  of 
youth  guides  was  changed  to  youth  led 
guided  tours  of  the  Mission’s  cultural  and 
historical  sites.  All  of  these  ideas  will  be 
considered  in  the  formulation  the  final 
Mission  plan  at  meetings  with  the  other 
five  economic  community  neighborhoods 
in  the  next  few  months. 
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42.5  South  Van  Ness  SanFrancisco,  Ca.  94103 
PH.  (415)  487-9996  Fax  (415)  487-9997 


ITALIAN  RISTORANTE 


i 


FEATURING 
HOMEMADE  PASTA 
HOMEMADE  BREAD 
FABULOUS  DAILY  SPECIALS 
HOUSE  SPECIALTY-  GNOCCHI 
NOW  SERVING  IN  OUR  PATIO 
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NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
ELECTION  ADVISORY 


PROPOSITION  O - 
OF  COURSE  NOT 
If  Army  Street  had  been  renamed 
Mark  Fuhrman  Blvd.,  the  Noe  Valley 
knotheads  who  thought  up  this  proposi- 
tion probably  would  have  been  perfectly 
happy,  but  the  name  of  Army  Street  was 


changed  to  Cesar  Chavez  Street  and  the 
boobachracy  went  berserk.  The  result  is 
this  idiotic  ballot  item  that  would  bring 
back  the  dismal  Army  Street  designation 
and  knee  cap  anybody  else  who  wanted  to 
change  the  name  of  a street. 


DISTRICT  ATTORNEY  - 
TERENCE  HALLINAN 
Arlo  Smith’s  long  tenure  needs  to  be 
ended.  Smith’s  overly-politicized  ad- 
ministration has  spun  the  revolving  door 
for  your  friendly  neighborhood  crack 
dealer  and  let  chronic  slumlords  go  un- 
charged. The  only  really  aggressive  action 
taken  by  the  incumbent  was  a two-year 
persecution  campaign  against  the  tenant 
activist  group  Homes  Not  Jails  that  was 
eventually  dropped.  Challenger  Bill  Fazio 
boasts  an  impressive  20-year  record  as  a 
prosecutor;  unfortunately  nearly  all  of  his 
experience  comes  from  working  under 
Arlo  Smith.  The  DA’s  office  is  so  screwed 
up  only  a complete  outsider  who  has  not 
been  part  of  and  owes  nothing  to  the  cur- 
rent mismanagement  can  be  expected  to 
set  things  straight.  The  News  therefore 
endorses  San  Francisco’s  most  pugna- 
cious progressive,  Supervisor  Terence 
Hallinan. 

SHERIFF  - NO  ENDORSEMENT 
It  is  our  long  standing  policy  not  to 
endorse  incumbents  and  what  we  have 
seen  of  Sheriff  Michael  Hennessey’s  op- 
ponents has  not  been  inspiring. 

BALLOT  MEASURES 

Propositions  A,  B,  and  C - YES 
These  bond  issues  deal  with  necessary 
infrastructure  maintenance.  Prop  A funds 
repair  of  City  Hall,  B gets  rid  of  hazardous 
underground  storage  tanks  and  C pays  for 
some  necessary  improvements  to  the 
Steinhart  Aquarium.  The  only  real  caveat 
in  city  bond  issues  is  that  recent  rent 
board  decisions  allow  landlords  to  pass 
100%  of  costs  related  to  bonds  on  to  their 
tenants. 

PROPOSITION  D - YES 
Currently  when  the  city  contracts  out 
for  services,  it  must  pay  the  prevailing 
wage,  the  highest  wages  paid  in  the  private 
sector,  for  public  works  projects.  TTiis  has 
prevented  the  development  of  some  very 
essential  youth  work  programs.  In  the 
Mission,  prevailing  wage  disputes  have 
resulted  in  long  delays  on  improvements 
to  both  Mission  Playground  and  Alioto 
Mini-Park.  If  passed,  Proposition  D 
would  exempt  non-profits  working  with 
youth  and  the  disadvantaged  from 
prevailing  wage  requirements,  thereby 
creating  more  jobs  for  youths  and  better 
maintained  public  parks. 

PROPOSITION  E - YES,  YES,  YES 
See  article  on  page  seven. 


PROPOSITION  F - NO 
A youth  commission  may  seem  like  a 
good  idea  but  putting  a group  of  kids  on 
an  advisory  panel  where  they  will  be  ig- 


USED BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 


BUY  OR  TRADE 

Old  Photos,  Ephemera, 
Postcards,  Vintage  Pulp, 
Sheet  Music,  Comics  & 
Underground  Comix 


Hours:  Noon  to  9:00  pm  Daily 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20**4  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 HO  (415)648-0957 


nored,  except  when  some  politico  finds 
some  self-serving  reason  to  steal  their 
ideas,  is  merely  institutionalized  dis- 
respect. 

PROPOSITION  G - YES 
The  Office  of  Civilian  Complaints, 
which  investigates  charges  of  police  mis- 
conduct, desperately  needs  the  increased 
manpower  this  proposition  would  pro- 
vide. 

PROPOSITION  H - NO 
This  proposal  to  roll  back  parking 
fmes  stupidly  encourages  automobile  use 
in  a city  already  overburdened  by  the  four 
wheeled  beasts.  One  of  the  less  publicized 
pieces  of  the  measure  would  abolish  the 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic  and 
give  the  cops  some  of  the  Department’s 
responsibilities,  decreasing  the  number  of 
cops  doing  real  police  work.  Another 
provision  would  automatically  make  all 
meter  minders  supervisors  after  ten  years, 
creating  an  expensive  bureaucracy  with 
one  manager  for  every  four  actual 
workers.  In  the  final  analysis,  the  cost  of 
the  problems  caused  by  cars  would  be 
paid  for  to  a lesser  extent  by  car  owners 
and  to  a greater  extent  by  non-car  owners, 
if  Proposition  H passed.  This  is  patently 
unfair. 

PROPOSITION  I - YES 
This  would  regulate  the  rent  that  cab 
drivers  must  pay  to  the  permit  holders  for 
the  use  of  taxis. 

PROPOSITION  J - YES 
A required  audit  of  Muni  is  a good 
idea.  Muni  always  seems  too  short  on 
cash;  let’s  find  out  why. 

PROPOSITION  K - NO 
This  is  Frank  Jordan’s  slap  in  the  face 
to  city  workers,  some  of  whom  are 
miserable  goldbricks  but  most  of  whom 
are  not.  This  proposition  would  only  re- 
quire a study  by  each  city  department  on 
contracting  out  city  services.  No  city  ser- 
vices would  necessarily  be  contracted  out 
to  the  private  sector.  The  Mayor  put  this 
on  the  ballot  to  give  the  appearance  of 
controlling  the  cost  of  city  government. 
Labor  leaders  have  done  a lot  of  moaning 
and  groaning  about  it  to  give  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  labor  leaders.  It’s  all 
very  farcical,  so  vote  no. 

PROPOSITION  L - NO 

A curfew  for  kids  is  just  another  at- 
tempt to  solve  the  complex  social  issue  of 
juvenile  crime  by  throwing  a lot  of  cops  at 
it. 

PROPOSITION  M - NO 
Reject  this  watered  down  version  of 
campaign  finance  reform  put  on  the  ballot 
by  Frank  Jordan. 

PROPOSITION  N - YES 
This  a good  start  at  campaign  finance 
reform. 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center 

FOREIGN  & 

DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


THE  ANNOYING 
MAYOR’S  RACE 


Xf  you’re  like  most  of  the  electorate, 
you’re  already  bored  silly  by  the  mayoral 
race.  The  following  will  be  a mercifully 
brief  condensation  of  the  overblown  cam- 
paigns of  the  principal  contenders. 

Hovering  just  below  the  threshold  of 
consciousness  is  the  suspicion  that 
whether  Atilla  the  Hun  or  Mother  Teresa 
were  the  City’s  standard  bearer,  the 
potholes  in  the  street  would  be  just  as  big, 
the  crack  dealers  just  as  ubiquitous. 

Nonetheless,  die  candidates,  once  the 
fluff  and  nonsense  are  stripped  away,  do 
offer  up  easily  comprehensible  but  not 
easily  digestible  interpretations  of  reality 
that  the  prospective  voter  should  con- 
sider. 

FRANK  JORDAN 

Frank  Jordan  has  chosen  to  make  his 
Matrix  Program  the  centerpiece  of  his 
campaign.  This  is  certainly  appropriate, 
since  it  has  been  the  major  metaphor  for 
his  administration.  In  theory,  Matrix  uses 
police  power  to  direct  the  homeless  to 
social  services  and  to  cite  them  for  viola- 
tions of  misdemeanor  laws.  When  the 
shelters  and  treatment  programs  to  which 
people  are  referred  are  already  filled,  as 
they  have  been  throughout  Jordan’s 
tenure,  only  the  police  component  of 
Matrix  remains.  The  net  effect  has  been 
to  herd  the  homeless  from  the  upper-in- 
come  shopping  enclaves  into  the  less  af- 
fluent, working-class  neighborhoods  such 
as  the  Mission  — a great  leap  forward  for 
Union  Square. 

From  laws  regulating  panhandling 
around  ATM  machines  to  fingerprinting 
welfare  recipients  to  evicting  the  home- 
less from  Golden  Gate  Park,  Jordan  has 
consistently  moved  in  the  direction  of 
criminalizing  poverty.  He  has  usually 
been  careful  to  put  a positive  PR  spin  on 
it,  a fig  leaf  excuse  of  helping  the  needy. 
In  the  final  analysis  his  solutions  to  com- 
plex social  issues  have  been  typified  by 
force  and  coercion. 

If  you  believe  homelessness  is  simply  a 
law  and  order  issue,  vote  for  Jordan. 

WILLIE  BROWN 

Few  question  Brown’s  ability  and  ex- 
perience. However,  he  has  spent  the  last 
quarter  century  or  so  collecting  checks 
from  the  liquor  industry,  the  tobacco  in- 
dustry, and  the  rest  of  corporate 
America’s  Hell’s  Angels.  Brown  main- 
tains this  comes  with  the  territory  when 
you’re  speaker  of  the  state  assembly  and 
that  all  the  loot  went  to  elect  good, 
progressive  guys  and  gals  who  passed  laws 
to  help  the  oppressed  in  their  struggle 
against  their  oppressors.  Since  their  op- 
pressors, more  often  than  not,  were  the 
very  same  people  shoveling  the  doubloons 
into  Willie’s  war  chest,  this  scenario 
makes  the  rich  and  powerful  seem  pretty 
darn  stupid.  You’d  think  after  a decade  or 


so  they  would  have  caught  on.  The  ex- 
planation of  this  mystery  was  originally 
formulated  by  Brown’s  mentor,  the  late, 
former  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  Jesse 
Unruh.  Unruh  said,  at  least  in  the  version 
that  I’ve  heard,  "If  you  can’t  drink  their 
booze,  eat  their  food,  take  their  money 
and  still  vote  against  them  you  have  no 
business  being  in  politics."  Brown  claims 
he  took  bad  money  and  then  turned  it  into 
good  work  and  could  still  go  back  for 
more  because  he  is  a master  politician. 

Other  politicians  have  made  this 
claim.  Now  more  than  a few  of  them  no 
longer  ruminate  on  weighty  matters  of 
state  but  are  more  focused  on  the  mun- 
dane concern  of  not  dropping  the  soap  in 
the  prison  shower.  Brown  claims  the  mil- 
lions that  passed  through  him  never 
bought  his  soul  nor  his  vote.  He  says  he’s 
Robin  Hood  in  an  Armani  suit.  If  you 
believe  him,  vote  for  Willie  Brown.  (One 
thing  in  Brown’s  favor:  he  has  dropped  the 
irritating  habit  of  referring  to  himself  ex- 
clusively in  the  third  person.) 

ROBERTA  ACHTENBERG 

Hitting  all  the  right  notes  in  the  med- 
ley of  progressive  correctness,  Achten- 
berg  sounds  good  on  paper.  Her  record 
generates  some  doubts.  When  she  was 
running  for  Supervisor  she  said  she  just 
loved  this  old  town.  After  getting  elected, 
though,  she  jilted  SF  for  DC  and  a high 
level  job  with  Housing  and  Urban 
Development.  Now  that  HUD  is  the  tar- 
get of  a Republican  dismemberment  cam- 
paign and  the  big  time  job  is  looking  more 
and  more  like  a one-way  ticket  to 
Palookaville,  Roberta  just  loves  this  old 
town  again.  Before  giving  your  vote  to 
Achtenberg,  you  should  decide  whether 
this  appearance  of  opportunism  is  more 
than  just  an  appearance.  A second  con- 
sideration is  whether  somebody  who  has 
been  out  of  the  municipal  loop  for  so  long 
can  really  get  anything  done.  As  one  wag 
put  it,  "the  boys  downtown  will  chew  her 
up  and  spit  her  out  in  cubes." 

BEN  HOM 

An  unreconstructed  and  "no- 
apologies" Republican,  Horn  takes 
Jordan’s  hard  line  on  the  homeless  and 
other  social  issues  and  serves  it  up  straight 
without  the  sugar  coating.  If  you’re  a dis- 
gruntled conservative,  Ben’s  your  man. 

JOEL  VENTRESCA 

Ventresca,  like  Horn,  has  no  chance  of 
winning,  but  a vote  for  either  one  is  a vote 
of  no  confidence  for  the  other  three. 
Ventresca  has  been  an  outspoken  activist 
for  preservation  of  the  local  environment, 
as  well  as  a maverick  on  just  about  every- 
thing else.  Since  he  is  the  only  candidate 
to  put  his  phone  number  in  the  voter 
handbook,  call  him  up  at  731-1434. 
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CHARTER  REFORM 
OR  BUST 

OUR  CURRENT  CIVIC  ORDER  IS  CHAOS 


by  Victor  Miller 

Does  anyone  really  understand 
how  San  Francisco  city  government 
words?  Is  the  City  hamstrung  by  a charter 
that  is  too  long  and  complex  to  serve  as  a 
guide  for  public  policy? 

The  bitter  fight  over  the  Dolores  Park 
Soccer  Field  is  an  excellent  example  of 
how  the  current  Charter  strangles 
progress. 

In  June  of  1993  a wearisome  and  oc- 
casionally nasty  four-hour  joint  session  of 
the  Planning  Commission  and  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission  was 
held  for  a second  time  to  decide  whether 
or  not  to  put  a soccer  field  in  Dolores 
Park,  An  identical  and  equally 
acrimonious  debate  had  been  held  the 
previous  April  15th  and  ended  with  a 
failure  of  the  two  commissions  to  agree  on 
the  soccer  field  issue  but  in  agreement  on 
everything  else.  Then  Rec  and  Park  Com- 
mission President  Trent  Orr  announced 
that  Mayor  Jordan,  who  had  already 
stated  his  support  for  the  field,  would 
break  the  deadlock.  Nearly  two  weeks 
passed  before  the  City  Attorney’s  Office, 
to  the  astonishment  of  all  concerned, 
determined  that  not  only  did  the  Mayor 
have  no  role  to  play,  but  until  the  soccer 
field  question  was  settled,  the  budget  for 
the  City’s  entire  Open  Space  Program 
could  not  be  funded.  The  soccer  field  was 
approved  (it  has  still  not  been  built)  and 
disaster  averted,  but  only  after  a consid- 
erable waste  of  everyone’s  time.  So  why 
didn’t  the  players  know  the  rules  of  the 
game? 

It  is  easy  enough  to  adopt  the  cynical 
(and  all  too  often  correct)  attitude  that 
most  people  in  public  office  and  their  at- 
tendant staffs  are,  except  in  the  area  of 
larceny,  not  especially  bright.  This  is  in 
fact  an  underlying  tenet  of  the  current 
Charter  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  Its  elaborate  system  of  checks 
and  balances,  which  serves  so  well  in 
protecting  against  the  corruption  in- 
herent to  centralized  power,  frequently 
leads  to  confusion  over  who’s  in  charge. 
The  Charter,  the  basic  operational 
manual  for  City  Government,  consists  of 
over  360  pages  of  densely  worded  legalese 
dealing  with  everything  from  spur  rail- 
road lines  and  the  relocation  of  produce 
districts  to  the  retirement  benefits  of 
Housing  Authority  Police.  Labor  rela- 
tions with  City  employees  including 
detailed  actuary  tables  and  benefit 
schedules  constitutes  nearly  one  half  of 
the  Charter. 

However  arcane  or  unreadable 
various  sections  of  the  Charter  may  be,  the 


amendment  of  any  one  of  them  must  be 
put  before  the  electorate,  whether  the 
electorate  likes  it  or  not.  Between  1971 
and  1993  the  Charter  was  amended  over 
250  times  and  augmented  nearly  200 
times;  only  26  sections  were  repealed 
during  that  same  period.  In  June  of  1993, 
eight  members  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors submitted  29  charter  proposals  for 
the  following  November  ballot.  By  con- 
trast the  city  of  San  Jose  gets  along  with  a 
trim  92-page  charter  that  has  been 
amended  only  a few  dozen  times  in  the  last 
three  decades  and  restricts  itself  to  just  14 
pages  on  city  employee  issues.  The  San 
Jose  Charter  is  more  along  the  lines  of  a 
constitution  offering  general  guidelines 
for  running  the  city,  the  San  Francisco 
Charter  seems  obsessed  with  the  minute 
aspects  of  governmental  operations. 

In  political  analyst  Frederick  Wirt’s 
examination  of  San  Francisco  decision- 
making, Power  In  the  City  (University  of 
California  Press  1974),  the  author  gave  a 
gloomy  assessment  of  the  Charter’s  ability 
to  adapt  to  changing  circumstances  and 
challenges.  It  is  still  applicable  today 

"Administrative  power  is  split  among 
a mayor,  a chief  administrative  officer,  a 
comptroller,  boards  and  commissions, 
and  an  entirely  independent  school 
board.  The  Charter  also  mandates  rigid 
and  extensive  civil  service  and  merit  sys- 
tems, fiercely  guarded  by  city  employee 
unions  and  regularly  sweetened  by 
referenda.. .When  the  successful  outcome 
of  policy  must  rest  on  the  agreement  of  so 
many  private  groups  and  public 
authorities,  the  power  of  any  one  com- 
ponent to  block  any  action  is  magnified. 
Over  time,  consequently,  only  minor 
policy  adjustments  are  possible,  but  it  is 
highly  doubtful  that  these  add  up  to  an 
adequate  response  to  deep  and 
widespread  community  problems.  In- 
stead, the  bulk  of  public  policy  is  made  by 
clerks  beyond  the  reach  of  the  elec- 
torate...What  San  Francisco  has  then  is  a 
government  by  clerks." 

THE  SCOUNDREL  ERA 

The  charter’s  framers  intended  this 
diffusion  of  power  to  curtail  the 
dominance  of  political  bosses  Chris  Buck- 
ley  and  Abe  Reuff,  who  ruled  the  city  from 
the  1880’s  to  the  early  part  of  the  century. 
The  Charter’s  Byzantine  character  is  lar- 
gely their  legacy  to  San  Francisco. 

Buckley,  a believer  in  the  old  adage 
"vote  early  and  often",  was  a saloon  keeper 
whose  expertise  in  the  art  of  ballot  box 
stuffing  was  legendary.  Buckley  operated 
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out  of  bis  Alhambra  Saloon  at  the  corner 
of  Bush  and  Kearny  Streets,  where  in  an 
unabashed,  open  manner,  he  dispensed 
favors,  collected  bribes,  and  paid  off  those 
on  his  frequent  voter  plan.  In  1890,  Buck- 
ley  shocked  his  colleagues  in  the 
Democratic  Party  by  throwing  his  support 
to  the  successful  U.S.  Senate  campaigns 
of  Leland  Stanford  and  George  Hearst. 
Civic  leaders  suddenly  took  notice  of 
Buckley’s  unique  interpretation  of  the 
democratic  process  and,  through  a series 
of  Grand  Jury  indictments  that  never 
garnered  a conviction,  toppled  him  from 
power.  A new  city  charter  in  1898  was 
supposed  to  do  away  with  the  abuses  per- 
petrated by  Buckley  but  only  paved  the 
way  for  his  more  outrageous  successor, 
Abe  Reuff. 

Reuff,  like  Buckley,  never  held  public 
office;  he  was  an  attorney  who  master- 
minded the  mayoral  victory  of  Eugene 
Schmitz  in  1902.  Reuff  and  Schmitz 
began  a systematic  looting  of  the  city,  sell- 
ing franchises,  permits  and  city  jobs  to  the 
highest  bidders.  The  proceeds  were 
shared  with  members  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, seventeen  of  whom  eventually 
confessed  to  accepting  bribes.  Bar 
owners  who  wanted  to  keep  their  liquor 
licenses  kept  their  premises  stocked  with 
cigars  purchased  from  appropriately 
named  Police  Commissioner  John 
Drinkhouse  and  insured  against  acciden- 
tal fire  from  said  cigars  by  policies  sold  to 
them  by  Police  Commissioner  Thomas 
Reagan.  Since  the  Police  Commission 
reviewed  liquor  licenses  every  three 
months,  Drinkhouse  cigars  and  Reagan 
insurance  were  big  sellers.  Publicans  who 


didn’t  like  it  could  always  consult  the  liq- 
uor dealers  association  attorney,  Abe 
Reuff. 

Reuff  overextended  himself  when  he 
continued  his  profiteering  ways  in  the  im- 
mediate wake  of  the  1906  fire  and 
earthquake.  On  April  23,1906,  a notice 
announcing  competitive  bidding  for  the 
city’s  telephone  franchise  was  placed  near 
the  still  smoking  embers  of  what  had  been 
City  Hall  by  an  attorney  for  the  Home 
Telephone  Co.  The  same  day,  with  the 
city  in  chaos  and  ruins,  the  Home 
Telephone  Co.  was,  not  surprisingly,  the 
only  company  to  submit  a bid  to  the  Su- 
pervisors and  picked  up  what  was  probab- 
ly a $1,000,000  franchise  for  $25,000.  The 
amount  collected  by  Reuff  and  his  cronies 
on  this  and  other  deals  following  the  fire 
and  quake  is  unknown,  but  the  ensuing 
public  uproar  led  to  their  undoing.  Reuff 
eventually  went  to  prison  and  Schmitz  was 
removed  from  office,  as  were  many  of  the 
Supervisors  and  city  commissioners. 

The  current  charter,  although  written 
in  1932,  more  than  20  years  after  the  Reuff 
Scandals,  is  nonetheless  clearly  a reaction 
against  the  corruption  of  that  era.  The 
question  is:  has  the  Charter’s  excessive 
concern  that  power  not  be  in  any  way 
abused  created  a straight  jacket  prevent- 
ing power  from  being  used  in  any  effective 
way?  Is  there  no  middle  ground  between 
a city  dominated  by  the  venality  of  crooks 
and  one  suffocated  by  the  banality  of 
clerks?  Proposition  E seems  to  offer  that 
middle  ground. 

An  earlier  version  of  this  article  was 
published  in  the  July  1993  issue  of  New 
Mission  News. 
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#4  CUTS 


The  Great  Society.  It  has  a nice  ring  to 
it,  no?  Not  the  Pretty  Good  Society,  or 
Not-Half-Bad  Society,  or  even  The  Real 
Keen  Society.  The  Great  Society.  Wow, 
lets  do  it.  Poverty?  Who  needs  it?!  No 
more  high  wire  acts  by  single  mothers  with 
three  lean  children  perched  on  her 
shoulders,  her  movement  constricted  by  a 
tight  polyester  uniform;  McDonalds,  half 
price  food  and  free  uniforms.  Get  a net 
under  that  woman,  jeez,  what  were  we 
thinking.  And  while  we’re  at  it,  Depends 
for  everyone  over  65,  a little  beanie  too. 

All  righty  then,  now  dont  we  feel  bet- 
ter? In  fact,  Muffy,  is  it  my  imagination  or 
is  the  faux  fox  skin  divan  a touch  more 
comfortable  this  evening;  and  the  caviar, 
more  sumptuous  than  that  batch  we  had 
in  October  of  29.  Absolutely  divine, 
(sighs  of  contentment) 

You  know,  Chip,  I was  just  thinking, 
The  Great  Society"  is  quite  charming,  but 
how  about,  The  Great  High  Society?" 
My  dear,  I heartily  agree.  Youve  been 
thumbing  through  Wordsworth  again 
havent  you?  We  deserve  a break,  strug- 
gling day  after  day  like  we  do,  never  able 
to  enjoy  ourselves,  while  those  lazy... you 
know.. .lie  around  all  day  in  those  estates 
we  built  them  in  town.  Hear,  hear!  Weve 
been  oppressed  long  enough.  Let  those 
who  know  not  toil  contribute  as  we  have, 
or,  well,  as  my  father  did,  or  maybe  it  was 
my  grandfather;  I don’t  rightly  recall.  Sir 
Devon  Right,  or  something  like  that. 
Anyway,  where  is  our  representative 
hiding?  Oh  look,  curled  up  in  front  of  the 
fire,  how  darling.  Come  on,  up  and  at  ’em. 
All  right  my  boy,  run  along  and  bring  us 
back  a tax  cut,  go  on,  chop,  chop.  So 
where  were  we?  ^ vcs,  the  charity  ball, 
simply  everyone  w»  'e  there.... 

And  so  it  is.  Both  houses  of  Congress 
have  bills  before  them  which  propose  to 
cut  social  welfare  programs  by  $60-70  bil- 
lion over  the  next  seven  years.  These 
savings  will  help  balance  a budget  bal- 
looned by  a $140  billion  tax  cut  over  the 
same  period  of  time.  What  will  this  mean 
for  San  Francisco;  and  in  particular,  the 
Mission  where  a grudgingly  improving 
economy  holds  down  incomes  in  general? 

This  months  list: 


Federal  Budget  Cuts 
And  San  Francisco 

1.  Private  Medicaid/Medi-Cal 
Providers:  They  provide  about  $80  mil- 
lion in  services  a year  and  are  likely  to  be 
cut  by  about  20%  over  the  next  seven 
years.  Losers:  The  elderly,  working  poor, 
and  children. 

2.  Private  Medicare  Providers:  They 
provide  about  $500  million  a year  in  ser- 
vices and  are  likely  to  be  cut  by  about  10% 
over  the  next  seven  years.  Losers:  The 
poor,  and  children  who  comprise  half  of 
the  impoverished  population. 

3.  Supplemental  Security  Income 
(SSI):  About  2^500  of  the  current  16,000 
recipients  are  in  danger  of  losing  SSI 
eligibility.  The  impact  to  the  Citys 
economy  will  be  around  $18  million  an- 
nually. Losers:  Primarily  the  disabled. 

4.  Jobs  Programs:  The  city  will  likely 
lose  all  of  its  2,800  Summer  Youth  Pro- 
gram slots  and  100  of  the  600  Adult  Train- 
ing slots.  Losers:  Ibid. 

5.  Housing  and  Urban  Development: 
The  Housing  Authority  could  lose  ap- 
proximately $20  million  in  funding  to  im- 
prove severely  distressed  public  housing 
and  $1  to  $5  million  in  funding  for  low 
income  housing  operations.  Losers:  You 
guessed  it. 

6.  Education:  A perennial  favorite  of 
budget  cutters,  the  School  District  could 
lose  $1  to  $2  million  on  Title  I moneys, 
between  $40,000  and  $250,000  in  Safe  and 
Drug  Free  School  funding,  and  up  to  50% 
in  Bilingual  Education  Funding.  Losers: 
Everyone. 

7.  General  Assistance:  GA  will  most 
likely  have  its  funding  changed  to  block 
grants,  and  then  be  expected  to  take  up 
the  slack  when  other  programs  are  cut 
back  or  done  away  with  altogether. 
Losers:  Those  least  able  to  help  themsel- 
ves. 

8.  Criminal  Justice:  Increased  fund- 
ing of  $13  million  annually.  Good  think- 
ing! There  will  be  some  unhappy  and 
desperate  people  to  help  in  --  what  seems 
to  be  - the  only  way  this  country  knows 
how.  Wont  this  be  fun? 

(Factual  information  provided  by  City 
Controllers  Office  and  Brian  Cahill, 
General  Manager  of  Social  Services  in 
San  Francisco,  thanks) 
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international  & multicultural  fiction 


888  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 


11*8  Mon-Thur 

H-9  Fri-Sat 

H-8  Sunday 


HATE  CRIME 
WITNESSES  SOUGHT 


Gang  graffiti  in  Caledonia  Alley 


Police  are  seeking  witnesses  to  a vi- 
cious assault  that  occurred  on  October  6 
in  Caledonia  Alley,  just  off  16th  Street’s 
lively  club  scene.  The  victim  of  the  attack, 
18  year-old  Robert  E.  Hernandez,  lost  the 
vision  in  his  right  eye  after  having  a broken 
bottle  shoved  in  his  face. 

The  incident  began  about  1:30  am  at 
16th  and  Rondell  in  front  of  Esta  Noche, 
a popular  gay  bar  where  Hernandez 
dressed  in  drag,  was  accosted  by  a group 
of  latino  youth  at  least  one  of  whom  called 
Hernandez  a "faggot."  A running  verbal 
exchange  between  Hernandez  and  the 
youth  moved  across  the  street  and  down 
Caledonia  where  the  confrontation 
turned  violent  leaving  Hernandez  partial- 
ly blind. 

The  incident  is  being  investigated  as  a 
hate  crime  by  Sergeant  Marlene  Ottone  of 
the  of  San  Francisco  Police  Department’s 
Special  Investigation  Unit.One  juvenile 
has  been  taken  into  custody.  He  is 


charged  with  assault  and  mayhem  with 
enhancements,  as  is  indicated  for  hate 
crimes.  The  enhancements  could  mean  an 
additional  three  years  added  on  to  any 
sentence. 

Assistant  District  Attorney  Chuck 
Haines  who’s  handling  the  case  hopes  to 
get  the  alleged  assailant  tried  as  an  adult, 
an  issue  that  will  be  decided  at  a Novem- 
ber 8 hearing  at  the  Youth  Guidance  Cen- 
ter. 

Caledonia  Alley  has  long  been  a 
source  of  concern  for  local  residents  and 
businesses.  The  most  recent  wave  of  grief 
coming  from  a youth  gang  called  the 
Ruthless  Vat  os  whose  graffiti  adorns 
Caledonia  and  parts  of  16th  and  15th 
Streets.  The  RV*s  usually  found  around 
Mission  Bank’s  pay  phone  have  kept  a low 
profile  since  the  Hernandez  attack. 

Witnesses  to  the  October  6 incident 
should  contact  Sgt.  Ottone  at  553-1139  or 
Chuck  Haines  at  553-1825. 


6Es  ud.  Inmigrante  o refugiado? 

y 

6Tiene  ud.  ei  VIH  o SIDA? 

cTiene  preguntas  sobre  su  estado 

legal? 


Are  you  an  immigrant  or  refugee? 
and 

Do  you  have  HIV  or  AIDS? 

Do  you  have  questions  about  your 
legal  status? 
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Nuestro  proyecto  no  esta  afectado 
por  la  Proposicion  187.  Nosotros 
no  damos  ningun  nombre  al  INS 
(MIGRA).  Nuestros  servicios  son 
confidenciales. 

LLAME: 

Al  Proyecto  para  los 
Inmigrantes  con  HIV 

iAsistencia  legal  gratuita! 
(415)  267-0795 
Lunes  a Jueves 
entre  la  1 :30  y las  4:00  p.m. 


Our  project  is  not  affected  by 
Proposition  187.  We  are  not  re- 
quired nor  will  we  give  any  names 
to  the  INS.  Our  services  are  con- 
fidential. 

CALL: 

The  Immigrant  HIV 
Assistance  Project 

Free  legal  Assistance! 

(415)  267-0795 
Monday  to  Thursday 
between  1 :30  and  4.00  p.m. 
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• Pottery  on  the  wheel 
and  hand 
building 

classes 

• Low-fire,  raku, 
and  high-fire 
reduction 

• Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 

• For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

Next  Series  Of  Classes  Begins  January 
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mission  broadsider 

by  andy  solow 


HOLD  YOUR 
NOSE  AND  VOTE 
FOR  FRANK 

In  spite  of  all  of  the  short  comings  of 
his  administration,  Frank  M.  Jordan  is  the 
ONLY  candidate  for  Mayor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco who  has  the  guts  to  say  that  it’s  NOT 
ok  to  be  a public  drunkard,  harass  pas- 
sersbys,  and  piss,  vomit,  and  fight  in  the 
street;  and  that  San  Francisco’s  youth 
curfew  law  should  be  strengthened  to  in- 
clude youth  under  18. 

When  all  of  the  self-declared,  politi- 
cally correct  "liberaT  people  who  are  now 
supporting  Roberta  Achtenberg  were 
busy  opposing  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer 
Field  project,  Frank  Jordan  was  the  first 
and  one  of  the  only  politicians  in  this  town 
with  the  guts  to  support  the  soccer  field. 
Tens  of  Thousands  of  our  youth  will 
benefit  from  his  selflessness  for  many 
years  to  come  (I  have  it  on  the  highest 
authority  that  the  Dolores  Park  Soccer 
Field  will  be  completed  by  December 
1995). 

The  only  rational  choice  for  any  self- 
respecting  homeowner,  businessperson, 
or  resident  of  this  great  city  is  to  support 
our  current  Mayor’s  bid  for  re-election. 
The  other  two  serious  candidates  are  so 
caught  up  in  their  own  two  faced  political- 
ly correct  garbage  that  they  can’t  see  then- 
own  noses  sticking  out  two  feet  in  front  of 
their  faces. 

THE  QUEEN  OF  FREE 
SPEECH 

From  her  perch  up  on  Hill  Street,  at 
the  top  of  Noe  Valley,  Roberta  Achten- 
berg proposes  to  add  hundreds  of  units  of 
"affordable  housing"  to  the  Mission  Street 
"transportation  corridor"  which  by  the 
way,  is  already  packed  to  the  gunnels  with 
enough  human  beings  to  sink  several  bat- 
tleships. 

At  the  same  time,  Ms.  Achtenberg  has 
been  using  her  influence  at  City  Hall  to 
block  the  development  of  a few  large 
single  family  homes  in  her  own  "back- 
yard," ostensibly  because  the  proposed 


construction  might  block  part  of  her  view 
of  the  downtown  skyline. 

While  exercising  her  own  free  speech 
rights,  Ms.  Achtenberg  has  demonstrated 
her  total  disregard  for  the  rights  of  the 
opponents  of  her  politically  correct  plans. 
Earlier  this  year,  while  employed  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD),  Achtenberg  used 
her  power  and  influence  to  initiate  a U.S. 
Justice  Department  investigation  of 
several  Berkeley,  California  residents 
who  publicly  opposed  the  placement  of  a 
homeless  shelter  in  their  neighborhood. 
The  residents  and  home  owners  were 
forced  to  hire  attorneys  to  defend  them- 
selves against  Achtenberg’s  specious 
charges  which  were  subsequently 
dropped  for  lack  of  merit. 

Even  those  who  disagree  with  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Berkeley  homeless  shelter 
(or  the  1010  South  Van  Ness  Housing 
Project)  should  NOT  support  a candidate 
for  Mayor  who  would  presume  to  trample 
anyone’s  free  speech  rights  with  a 
frivolous  Justice  Department  Investiga- 
tion. 

THE  KING  OF 
BOOZE,  BUTTS  AND 
GAMBLING 

Willie  L.  Brown,  Jr.  says  that  none  of 
the  millions  of  dollars  in  campaign  con- 
tributions and  legal  fees  he  has  received 
from  the  liquor  lobby,  the  tobacco  lobby, 
multi-billion  dollar  real  estate  developers, 
and  heavy  weight  drug  dealers  have  had 
any  effect  on  the  way  he  has  voted  as  a 
member  of  the  California  Assembly.  But, 
if  the  Examiner  and  the  Chronicle  both 
got  it  wrong,  why  hasn’t  Willie  Brown, 
Attorney  at  Law,  sued  them  for  defama- 
tion of  character? 

There  is  probably  nothing  illegal 
about  Mr.  Brown’s  political  fund  raising 
activities  or  the  operation  of  his  private 
law  practice.  But,  one  wonders  about  the 
veracity  of  Brown’s  contention  that  there 
has  NEVER  been  and  will  NEVER  be  a 
conflict  between  the  political  campaign 
contributions  he  receives,  the  legal  fees 
that  inure  to  his  private  law  practice,  and 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

Wih 

824-3494 

Open  Everyday 

11:00-11:00 

Natural  Nieman  Schell  Beef  And  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


CD 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

PASSPORT  PHOTOS  $9.95  PLUS  TAX 
FOR  FOUR  V X V PRINTS 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


the  decisions  that  he  makes  while  acting 
as  a public  servant. 

According  to  statistics  obtained  from 
the  Fair  Political  Practices  Commission: 
Since  1987,  political  action  committees 
and  other  entities  controlled  by  Willie 
Brown  received  at  least  $663,104  in  cam- 
paign contributions  from  the  liquor  lobby. 
Liquor  industry  contributors  to  Willie 
Brown’s  various  campaign  funds  include: 
The  California  Beer  & Wine  Wholesalers 
Association  - $210,377;  E & J Gallo 
Winery  - $144,225;  the  Wine  Institute 
Fund  - $109,676;  Anheuser-Busch  Com- 
panies Inc.  - $43,200;  Joseph  E.  Seagrams 
and  Sons,  Inc.  - $41,255;  Southern  Wine 
& Spirits  of  CA  - $33,900;  Bohemian  Dis- 
tributing Co.  - $14,425;  and  Miller  Brew- 
ing Co.  - $11,000. 

Meanwhile,  there  are  still  only  two  Al- 
coholic Beverage  Control  (ABC)  field  in- 
vestigators for  more  than  5,300  liquor 
licenses  in  San  Francisco  and  San  Mateo 
Counties  because  the  State  Legislature 
and  the  Governor  have  been  siphoning  off 
more  than  $15  million  of  ABC  revenues 
through  the  State  general  fund,  more  than 
enough  to  fund  more  than  200  additional 
field  investigators,  at  least  20  of  whom 
were  formerly  assigned  to  SF  and  San 
Mateo  Counties. 

At  a recent  Mission  District  can- 
didates forum  held  at  Horace  Mann  Mid- 
dle School  sans  Willie  Brown  & Roberta 


Achtenberg  (they  didn’t  bother  to  show 
up),  former  SF  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzales, 
proclaimed  on  behalf  of  Brown  that  the 
defunding  of  the  ABC  was  the  Governor’s 
fault  and  that  Willie  Brown  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it. 

According  to  an  San  Francisco  Ex- 
aminer article  by  Lance  Williams 
(9/17/95):  since  1984,  Willie  Brown 
received  more  than  $731,000  in  campaign 
donations,  gifts,  honoraria  and  legal  fees 
from  tobacco  interests  (including  $2,007 
for  a trip  to  the  Kentucky  Derby  in  1990). 

According  to  another  San  Francisco 
Examiner  article  by  Williams  (9/24/95): 
since  1987,  Willie  Brown  has  received 
$830,000  in  campaign  donations  from 
gaming  interests  and  has  worked  as  a 
lawyer  (for)  and  invested  in  firms  with  ties 
to  the  gambling  industry. 

In  1981,  Willie  Brown  helped  get  drug 
runner  Renon  Uribe’s  bail  reduced  from 
$10  million  to  $1  million.  Uribe,  caught 
red  handed  with  292  pounds  of  cocaine, 
subsequently  jumped  bail  and  fled  the 
country.  Willie  got  in  excess  of  $10,000 
for  his  trouble. 

Willie  Brown  has  a perfect  right  to  sell 
his  legal  representation  to  the  biggest  dirt 
balls  he  can  find  at  the  highest  price  they 
will  pay.  But,  can  we  really  believe  Willie 
when  he  says  that  he  is  going  to  be  tough 
on  crack  dealers  if  we  elect  him  Mayor? 


YACHIGUSA-RYU  JUTSU 

AIKI-JUTSU  JUJUTSU 
KYUSHO-JUTSU  KARATE 
487-1906 


CLASSES 

CHILDREN 
4 1/2  YEARS 
OLD  AND  OVER. 

FOR  ADULTS. 
AND  IN  THE  USE  OF 
TRADITIONAL 
JAPANESE  AND 


DISCIPLINE 

RESPECT 

ACCOMPLISHMENT 
SELF  ESTEEM 
SELF  CONTROL 


TECHNIQUES  USING 
THE  HUMAN  BODY 
AS  A WEAPON  IN 
UNARMED  COMBAT. 


OKINAWAN 

WEAPONS 


1928  MISSION  STREET.  S.F.,  CA  94103 


CORNER  OF  MISSION  AT  15 TH  STREET 


Proposition  C 
is  Supported  by: 


But  the  survival  of  Steinhart 
Aquarium  is  threatened  by 
years  of  salt  water  corrosion, 
structural  deterioration  and 
potential  earthquake  damage. 


Without  Prop  C,  we  could 
lose  Steinhart  Aquarium,  and 
San  Franciscans  would  have  to  say 
goodbye  to  the  penguins,  frogs,  lizards, 
turtles,  snakes,  alligators  and  800 
species  of  fish. 


Steinhart  Aquarium  educates 
our  children,  provides  scientific 
knowledge  for  the  survival  of  marine 
life,  and  stimulates  our  vital  tourist 
economy. 


United  States  Senator  Dianne 
P'einstein 

U.S.  Representative  Nancy  Pelosi 
Mayor  Frank  M.  Jordan 
Speaker  Emeritus  Willie  L. 
Brown,  Jr. 

State  Senator  Quentin  L.  Kopp 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Parly 
San  Francisco  Republican  Party 
San  Francisco  Labor  Council 
San  Francisco  League  of 
Conservation  Vbters 
- and  thousands  of  San 
Franciscans  who  love  Steinhart 
Aquarium 


Don’t  say 
goodbye. 

On 

Tuesday, 
November 
7th  Vote 
Yes  on 
Proposition 


C. 


Pajd  for  by  Yes  on  C,  P.0.  Box  640047,  San  Francisco.  CA  94164 
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GANGSPEAK 


YES,  GANGSTERS  HAVE  MOTHERS  TOO! 

BY  THE  MOTHER  OF  A GANGSTER  GIRL 


I’m  a disabled,  single  mother  with  a 15 
year  old  daughter.  As  a child,  I grew  up 
here,  in  the  Mission;  as  an  adult  I returned 
with  my  child  to  live  here  again. 

The  Mission  is  a friendly  neighbor- 
hood rich  with  a variety  of  cultures,  good 
music,  fine  food,  and  much  more.  It  is  our 
home  but  its  dark  side  has  also  drawn  my 
daughter  into  another  world,  the  world  of 
gangs. 

Barely  into  her  teens,  she  stopped 
playing  the  sports  she  loved.  Her  grades 
started  slipping.  Then,  there  were  allega- 
tions and  charges  of  graffiti  and  trespass- 
ing against  her.  Just  kid  stuff  right? 

Later  she  started  backing  up  gang 
member  friends  in  fights.  She  would 
repeatedly  come  home  with  bruises  and 
black  eyes.  Soon  she  stopped  coming 
home  on  time  and  then  she  just  stopped 
coming  home  at  all.  It’s  hard  to  be  at  peace 
with  thoughts  of  what  could  happen  to  her 
in  this  world  she  is  now  a part  of.  She  has 
made  a choice  to  walk  in  this  world.  What 
can  a mother  do,  besides  pray? 


She  talks  back  to  me  and  constantly 
disrespects  me,  and  I AM  HER 
MOTHER!  She  gets  high;  she  doesn’t 
even  talk  to  me  anymore.  She  has  been 
locked  up  and  will  probably  be  locked  up 
again.  It  hurts  in  my  heart  to  see  my  child 
this  way.  Only  a mother  could  know  this 
pain. 

I miss  my  daughter  very  much.  We 
rarely  spend  anytime  together.  When  she 
is  around,  lately,  it  seems  as  though  she  is 
always  screaming  at  me  or  slamming 
doors  or  swearing  at  me.  Maybe  she  will 
realize  someday  that  she  means  every- 
thing to  me,  and  how  much  I love  her. 

Until  that  day  I will  say  another  prayer, 
ask  her  Guardian  Angel  to  do  overtime. 

Gang  members,  this  is  your  column. 
This  is  your  voice.  This  is  your  opportunity 
to  speak  out.  Send  your  words,  poems,  rap 
songs  and  art  work  to  Deanne  Berger- 
Moudgil,  Column  Editor  for  GangSpeak, 
c/o  New  Mission  News,  777  Valencia,  SF, 
94110.  Or  call  Deanne  via  her  pager 
#227-6338  or  leave  a message  at  864- 
6531. 


DON’T  BAN  THE 
BANDA ! 


Marcos  Gutierrez  Comments 

Banda  Music  may  be  next 

Rap  music  was  dealt  a hard  blow 
when  Time  Warner  announced  that  it  will 
sell  its  gangsta  rap  label.  Interscope 
Records.  The  multi-million  dollar  media 
company  gave  in  to  political  pressure 
from  Senate  majority  leader  Bob  Dole 
who  has  been  complaining  about  the  ex- 
plicit lyrics  in  some  of  the  rap  songs.  The 
pressure  started  three  years  ago  when  Ice- 
T recorded  the  controversial  "Cop- Killer" 
album.  Bob  Dole’s  rhetoric  got  to  Time 
Warner  management.  Key  employees 
who  had  been  fighting  for  "Free  Speech" 
started  disappearing.  The  trend  reached 
a climax  when  freedom  of  artistic  expres- 
sion proponent  Danny  Goldberg  finally 
quit. 

Hey,  I’m  not  crazy  about  Rap  music 
but  it  scares  me  to  think  there  are  respon- 
sible so-called  "leaders"  willing  to  use  cen- 
sorship against  certain  kinds  of  artistic 
expression.  Bob  Dole  is  running  for 
president.  Can  you  imagine  if  he  wins? 
Besides,  I have  heard  "hella"  nasty  lyrics 
in  rock  music  and  I don’t  see  anyone  un- 
dertaking campaigns  to  take  them  "off  the 
market."  I don’t  see  them  campaigning 
against  violence  on  TV  which  I consider  a 


more  damaging  influence  against  our 
kids. 

What  about  Banda  or  Merengue  or 
Salsa?  Some  of  the  lyrics  in  Spanish  music 
are  pretty  raunchy.  What  if  one  of  these 
right  wing  extremists  started  a campaign 
against  Sony  for  some  of  the  music  that  we 
listen  to  in  Spanish.  Would  Sony  give  to 
the  pressure?  If  so,  does  this  mean  we 
might  have  music  cops  coming  to  our 
home  to  listen  to  what  we  listen  to?  Are 
we  going  to  allow  censors  to  tell  us  what  is 
"good"  and  what  is  "bad"  for  our  ears? 

Rap  music  is  the  music  of  the  modem 
Black  community  and  its  followers.  Just 
because  I don’t  particularly  like  it  does 
not  give  me  the  right  to  censor  it.  All  I can 
do  is  avoid  it  and  live  with  it  as  long  as  it 
isn’t  in  my  face.  It  sickens  me  to  think  that 
we  have  given  politicians  like  Bob  Dole 
the  right  to  define  what  is  good  or  bad  for 
our  culture.  We  as  Latinos  lose  ground 
when  the  Black  community  loses  ground. 
The  next  thing  they’ll  be  coming  after  is 
the  Spanish  media.  I wouldn’t  be 
surprised  if  we  see  a campaign  to  force 
Spanish  media  out  of  existence.  I can  just 
see  the  arguments  now,  especially  with  the 
vulgar  movies  and  shows  presently  on  our 
Spanish  airwaves. 


THERAPY 

SPECIALIZING  IN  ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE  & COLLECTIBLES 

545  VALENCIA  (BTWN.  16TH  & 17TH  ST.) 
TUE-SUN  12-6 
MONDAY  BY  CHANCE 
861-6213 


CYBER  BflZflflR 


924  Valencia  / 20th  S.F.  CA  94110 
Tel  / Fax  (415)  642-0559 
E-Mail  bazaar@aimnet.net 


Your  One-stop  Communications  Supercenter 


Featuring: 

S • Computer  Time  Rental  58  / hr  N 

• Internet  Access  $6  / hr  - Browse  The  World  Wide  Web! 

• E-Mail  Accounts  - Private  - $20  mo.  Shared  - $5  mo 

• Shipping  & Packaging  UPS  & FedEx  Authorized  Shipping  Center 

• School  & Office  Supplies 

• Laminating  / Binding 

• Fax Send  & receive  

J 


Mail  Boxes.... $8/Month 


Includes: 


• Design  Station  $15 /hr 


Full  Color  Scanning  - ( ScanJet  11  lc  ) 1200  X 1200  DPI 

OCR  ( text ) Scanning 
Syquest  Drive  - ( 44  - 88  ) 

Zip  Drive  - ( 25  - 100  ) 

CD  Rom 

Photoshop  3.0 

QuarkXPress  3.3 
Page  Maker  5.0 


COPIES 

Keys 

Made 

COPIES 

99C 

Scanning.  ..$5/lmage 

Flyers $22.95 

Menus $22.95 

Brochure $39.95 

Newsletter $39.95 

500  Business  Card  $32.95 


i 


Resume  Package 
$22.95 


> 
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$250,000  TO  MAKE  MISSION  ST.  MORE  LIVABLE 


The  wrought-iron  bars  that  surround 
the  plaza  of  the  16th  Street  BART  station 
aren’t  exactly  the  most  beautiful  things  to 
gaze  upon.  But  according  to  Frank 
Morales,  head  of  the  Mayor’s  Mission 
Task  Force,  they’re  a sight  better  than 
what  used  to  be  there:  drug  dealers,  pros- 
titutes, and  itinerant  alcoholics.  "The 
community  fought  long  and  hard  to  put  up 
those  bars,"  says  Morales.  "And  it  made 
the  area  a million  times  safer." 

The  Federal  Transit  Administration 
wants  to  grant  $250,000  to  the  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation  so 
that  they  can  "beautify"  what  is  referred  to 
as  the  Mission  Corridor,  the  part  of  Mis- 
sion Street  that  runs  between,  and  in- 
cludes, the  16th  and  24th  Street  BART 
stations.  During  a public  meeting  at  the 
Center  Del  Pueblo  on  October  26, 


MHDC,  along  with  supervisor  Susan  Leal 
and  representatives  from  BART,  Muni 
and  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
began  the  process  of  deciding  how  to 
spend  that  money.." 

Doug  Shoemaker,  of  MHDC,  and  the 
man  who  will  be  conducting  the  sub- 
sequent meetings  regarding  the  Mission 
Corridor,  would  also  like  the  general 
public  to  attend.  "We’re  hoping  to  get  a 
strong  sense  of  what  people  want,"  he  says. 
"Do  they  want  new  benches,  better  light- 
ing, better  security?"  After  all,  "It’s  sup- 
posed to  be  the  community  deciding  how 
to  spend  the  money,"  he  says. 

The  grant  money  is  a part  of  a Federal 
Transit  Authority  program  called  the  Liv- 
able Communities  Initiative  which,  ac- 
cording to  Shoemaker,  targets  urban 
neighborhoods  in  effort  to  "make  them 


more  livable."  The  meeting  at  the  Centro 
Del  Pueblo  was  held  to  discuss  exactly 
how  to  make  the  Mission  Corridor  "more 
livable,"  what  steps  should  be  taken,  and 
where  that  $250,000  should  go. 

Shoemaker  and  Morales  both  feel  that 
what  the  Mission  Corridor  truly  needs  is 
not  just  beautification,  but  in  vigor  ation- 
more  shops,  restaurants,  cafes  and 
nightlife.  Says  Shoemaker,  "Mission 
Street  in  the  daytime  is  not  so  bad;  at 
nighttime,  however,  you’d  have  to  be  crazy 
to  go  down  there  alone.  But  if  we  could 
get  more  people  circulating  around,  you’d 
have  more  eyes  on  the  street,  and  safety 
would  increase."  Morales  agrees,  and 
points  to  the  once-dangerous  area  at  the 
corner  of  22nd  and  Valencia  Streets.  "At 
first,  there  was  just  Esperpento.  Then 
Club  Latin  America  opened  up,  then 


Boogaloo’s.  Now,  it’s  booming.  That’s  an 
organic  thing  that  happens.  How  can  we 
assist  it  in  happening  here  on  16th  Street? 
How  do  we  get  it  to  ooze  down  from 
Valencia  to  Mission  Street?"  He  and 
Shoemaker  hope  those  questions  will  be 
answered  in  follow-up  meetings. 

Morales  fears  that  though  the  MHDC 
has  good  intentions,  decisions  like  ex- 
tracting the  iron  bars  could  be  made 
without  the  community’s  knowledge. 
"They’ll  do  the  right  thing,"  Morales  says 
of  the  MHDC,  "but  only  if  they  have  some- 
body there  saying  ’Do  the  right  thing.’" 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  6:00 
p.m.,  November  6,  at  the  Centro  Del 
Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street  near  16th 
Street.  Call  864-6432  for  more  infomation 
Rafer  Guzman. 


Invest  in  the  future 
of  San  Francisco. 


Hire  a youth  today. 

Jobs  for  Youth  is  a year-round  youth  employment  program 

DEDICATED  TO  PREPARING  SAN  FRANCISCO’S  YOUNG  PEOPLE 
FOR  GOOD  JOBS  AND  GOOD  CAREERS  BY  PROVIDING  THEM  WITH 
EARLY  EXPOSURE  TO  THE  WORLD  OF  WORK.  HUNDREDS  OF  SAN 

Francisco  employers  are  using  the  Jobs  for  Youth  program 

TO  RECRUIT  QUALIFIED,  PRE-SCREENED  YOUTH  FOR  ENTRY-LEVEL 
POSITIONS  AND  WORK-EXPERIENCE  PROGRAMS.  ALREADY  THIS 
year,  Jobs  for  Youth  has  placed  nearly  850  San  Francisco 
YOUTH— INCLUDING  THE  STUDENT  PICTURED  HERE— IN  JOBS 
AND  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAMS  ALL  OVER  THE  CITY. 

There  are  still  many  talented  high  school  and  college-aged 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULTS  PREPARED  TO  WORK  IN  FULL-TIME, 
PART-TIME,  TEMPORARY  OR  YEAR-ROUND  POSITIONS.  WON’T 
YOU  MAKE  AN  INVESTMENT  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO’S 
YOUTH — AND  IN  THE  FUTURE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO — BY  HIRING  A 
YOUNG  PERSON  TODAY? 


My  experience  at  Pacific  Bell  has  been  so  valuable  to  me, 
said  Cynthia  Gomez,  21,  a resident  of  the  Mission  District. 
“My  customer  contact  skills  are  improving  and  I'm  learning 
new  computer  skills.  I'm  currently  studying  finance,  and  this 
job  is  teaching  me  more  about  business  in  general.” 


How  to  Help? 

Call  (41 5)  8 61 -JOBS. 

When  you  call  (415)  861 -JOBS you  will  he  connected  to  an 
experienced  employment  professional  who  will  take  your 
job  order  and  refer  to  you  only  those  candidates  qualified 
to  meet  your  specific  needs 


Jobs  for  Youth. 
An  Investment 
That  Works 


Committee  on  JOBS  is  proud  to  be  a sponsor  of  Jobs  for  Youth  along  with  KPIX  5 Television. 
KPIX  95.7  FM  Radio.  OJf ice  of  the  Mayor.  Private  Industry  Council  of  San  Francisco,  Inc . San 
Francisco  Chamber  oj  Commerce.  San  Francisco  l nified  School  District.  San  Francisco  Youth 
Employment  Coalition.  Small  Business  Network.  California  Employment  Development 
Department  and  City  College  of  San  Francisco 
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TRANSFORMING  HELL 
HOTELS 


Shannon  Dodge  remembers  her 
orientation  as  a new  staff  member  at  the 
Altamont  the  day  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation  (MHDC)  ac- 
quired the  property  in  December  1994: 
"At  least  there  was  a room  large 
enough  for  us  to  all  sit  down  and  meet!" 
Dodge  jokes.  "It  had  no  heat  or  natural 
light.  One  bare  bulb  lit  the  peeling  walls, 
the  water  dripping  from  the  ceiling,  and 
the  chairs  that  Caritas  maintenance  staff 
had  hauled  over  for  us  from  another 
MHDC  building  that  same  morning." 

To  top  off  her  pleasant  first  day  at 
work.  Dodge  recalls,  "the  room  had  a 
really  foul  smell.  The  previous  landlord 
had  used  it  as  a storage  area  for  old  mat- 
tresses. Pretty  dismal,  but  at  least  there 
was  a room!  Most  of  these  old  hotels  are 
so  ill-equipped  for  healthy  human  inter- 
action that  there’s  not  even  an  on-site  of- 
fice, let  alone  a meeting  room  large 
enough  for  residents,  or  staff  working  with 
these  residents,  to  gather.  Even  then,  I 
could  see  the  potential ..." 

Some  people  would  say  that’s  all  there 
is  to  see  at  the  Altamont  - its  potential. 
Despite  the  external,  architectural 
charms  of  the  top  three  floors,  the  build- 


ing is  seismically  unsound,  is  without 
kitchens,  and  has  substandard  restroom 
and  plumbing  facilities.  The  list  of  rehab 
needs  is  huge. 

While  MHDC,  a non-profit  organiza- 
tion, finalized  the  necessary  contracts  and 
financing  to  renovate  this  old  hotel  at  16th 
and  Julian  streets  into  stable  and  per- 
manently affordable  housing,  Dodge  and 
other  new  staff  worked  with  the  tenants  to 
set  a new  tone  at  the  building.  In  addition 
to  implementing  traditional  property 
management  standards  — such  as  rental 
agreements,  maintenance  and  security 
schedules,  and  house  rules  — the  staff  also 
incorporated  some  tried  and  true  com- 
munity-building measures:  A monthly 

newsletter  publishes  on-site  meetings  and 
workshops,  as  well  as  other  resources 
available.  Relationships  have  been 
forged  with  agencies  that  can  address  the 
variety  of  needs  and  interests  of  Altamont 
residents.  Most  visibly,  staff  and  tenants 
painted,  furnished  and  lit  up  the  smelly 
old  storage  room.  Various  corporations, 
including  the  Mexican  Museum,  Wells 
Fargo,  Chevron,  Sunset  Carpets,  the 
Jewish  Museum,  and  Pac  Bell  contributed 
cash  and/or  in-kind  donations.  Ti  Couz 
Creperie  and  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken 


We  feature  the 


Selection  of 
African,  Latin, 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
bean, and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 

Contemporary). 
693  Guerrero  St  @ 

18th,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARTTAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 


pitched  in  by  nourishing  those  residents 
who  participated.  Now  the  room  serves 
as  a lounge,  hosting  meetings,  movies  and 
other  activities. 

Timing  is  Everything 

It’s  been  two  years  since  MHDC  sub- 
mitted its  first  funding  proposal  for  the 
Altamont,  and  nearly  one  year  since  the 
building  was  actually  acquired.  About  10 
funding  commitments  later,  on  October 
27,  Altamont  residents  and  staff  joined 
MHDC  and  Caritas  Management,  neigh- 
bors and  supporters,  contractors,  con- 
sultants and  friends  to  celebrate  the 
building’s  construction  kick-off.  It  will  be 
another  year  before  the  construction  is 
completed  and  the  property  is  ready  for 
new  occupants  who  will  benefit  from  new 
kitchens  and  restrooms,  community  space 
and  seismic  bracing.  Some  natural  light 
will  finally  be  allowed  in,  as  boarded  up 
light-wells  get  cleaned  out  and  opened. 

Slow  and  steady.  Indeed,  the  very  same 
day  MHDC  finally  closed  its  first  Altamont 
construction  loan,  on  October  23,  it  also 
signed  an  Option  Agreement  with  Charlie 
Patel,  the  owner  of  the  Apollo,  to  acquire 
and  transform  that  old,  104-unit  hotel  (on 
Valencia  near  15th  street)  into  80  units  of 
decent  and  supportive  accommodations. 
It  will  probably  be  another  year  before 
that  transaction  is  finalized,  and  its 
renovation  plans  (not  the  rehab  itself!) 
complete. 

You’d  think  it  would  be  easier,  swifter. 
Hotels  are  rundown  and  half-empty. 
There  is  a desperate  need  for  affordable 
housing.  The  number  of  vacant  hotel 
units  in  the  Mission  alone  compares  to  the 
number  of  people  sleeping  in  our  streets. 
Countless  people  have  put  two  and  two 
together,  arguing  that  these  hotels  must 
get  rehabed  and  filled  with  people  need- 
ing housing. 

In  the  Mission,  activists  involved  with 
defining  how  to  allocate  recently  awarded 
Enterprise  funds  addressed  this  as  one  of 
their  top  five  priorities.  They  recom- 
mended that  a strategy  be  developed  for 
nonprofits  to  acquire  and  renovate  all  the 
residential  hotels  in  the  Mission. 

Enterprising 

While  nonprofit  housing  groups  like 
MHDC  appreciate  this  show  of  support, 
they  also  argue  for  a more  comprehensive 
- and  hopefully  quicker  - approach.  In- 
deed, no  new  funds  need  be  wasted  on 
developing  strategies.  Groups  like  the 
Mission  Affordable  Housing  Alliance 
have  already  drafted  such  strategies.  In- 
stead, the  community  should  invest  time 
and  resources  to  implement  existing 
strategies  for  stabilizing  residential 
hotels.  Nonprofit  acquisition  and  rehab  is 
great.  But  alone,  it  won’t  suffice  in  meet- 
ing the  very  immediate  needs  of  the  over 
2,000  units  spread  throughout  the 
Mission’s  50  plus  hotels.  Many  in- 
dividuals living  in  these  hotels  have 


slipped  through  the  City’s  frayed  support 
network,  and  landed  in  the  untrained 
hands  of  for-profit  hotel  owners. 

Landlord  education  is  critical.  Code 
enforcement  is  long  overdue.  City  rehab 
loan  programs  for  landlords  serving  low- 
income  tenants  deserve  better  marketing. 
Tenant  outreach  by  community-based 
agencies  require  extensive  coordination 
and  organization.  Legislation  such  as  the 
Residential  Hotel  Conversion  Ordinance 
need  more  public  support.  And  yes,  the 
nonprofits  need  to  keep  financing  the  ac- 
quisition, renovation  and  long-term 
management  to  transform  these  hotels 
into  supportive  housing. 

"You  need  to  step  back  and  see  the 
global  perspective,"  advises  Armando 
Vasquez,  one  of  the  commissioners  over- 
seeing the  newly  formed  Department  of 
Building  Inspection.  "There  are  many 
components  necessary  to  address  what’s 
become  an  incredibly  complicated  situa- 
tion. Nonprofit  ownership  alone  is  not 
enough  - nor  is  any  of  the  work  we  do, 
alone,  sufficient.  We’re  hoping  that  our 
code  enforcement  efforts  address  at  least 
one  of  the  pieces  — by  prioritizing 
Inspectors’  time  to  reflect  the  greatest 
needs  of  our  neighborhoods.  Already, 
we’ve  hired  new  inspectors  to  make  a real 
dent  on  cases  that  can’t  be  left  dormant." 
Eventually,  the  Commission  will  also  sup- 
port landlord  education  efforts.  "By 
educating  tenants  and  neighbors  about 
their  rights,"  Vasquez  explains,  "people 
can  more  effectively  transform  nuisance 
properties  into  decent  housing  com- 
munities." Tenants  rights  and  housing 
codes  apply  to  nonprofit  and  for-profit 
housing  providers  alike. 

The  Sooner  the  Better 

Seth  Corzon-Gray  represents  Julian 
Neighbors,  a group  which  actively  sup- 
ported MHDC’s  efforts  to  acquire  the 
Altamont,  and  have  long  lobbied  for 
similar  work  at  the  Apollo.  Why?  Cor- 
zon-Gray appreciates  the  new  staffing  at 
the  Altamont,  and  is  relieved  to  deal  with 
Dodge  and  other  "congenial  people  who 
are  easy  to  communicate  with... .Before 
MHDC  took  over,  previous  management 
would  not  respond  to  me.  I had  to 
threaten  to  call  the  inspectors  to  get  them 
to  clean  the  sidewalks.  The  Apollo  is  even 
a bigger  problem.  Now,  at  the  Altamont, 
I see  the  new  staff  hosing  down  the 
sidewalks  regularly." 

So  is  nonprofit  ownership  the  only 
answer?  Or  can  for-profit  hotel  manage- 
ment be  similarly  neighborly?  Can  they 
further  work  with  residents  and  neighbors 
and  community-based  agencies  to  meet 
the  needs  of  their  residents?  If  the  com- 
munity answers  no,  then  it’s  no.  But  if  the 
community  answers  yes,  let’s  be  enterpris- 
ing, and  invest  accordingly.  Like  Dodge, 
let’s  believe  in  the  potential.... 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  evety  da^  II  a.m.  - 7 p.m.,  974-8980 


MIKE’S 


2499  MISSION  ST.  @ 21ST 


IT’S  NOT  JUST  ANOTHER 
CORNER  STORE! 
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SIXTEENTH  STREET  LIVES  IT  UP ! ! 


Salsa  Party  at  the  Women’s  Building.  Photo  by  Peter  Athanas 


Health  and  Safety  Fair  at  Centro  Del  Sol.  Photo  by  Peter  Athanas 


Coro  Hispano  at  Mission  Dolores  Basilica.  Photo  by  Anne  Colvin  Vintage  Book  Mart  along  16th  Street.  Photo  by  Peter  Athanas 


JL  he  16th  Street  Celebration  has 
been  an  enormous  success  this  year.  A 
warm  thanks  to  everyone  who  par- 
ticipated in  making  it  happen  and  who 
joined  in  the  fun!  The  Neighborhood  As- 
sociation, after  three  years,  has  been 
delighted  to  create  or  co-sponsor  local 
events  with  new  organizations,  artists, 
themes  and  audiences. 

This  year  we  have  had  more  residents 
of  the  area  in  attendance  and  that  has 
been  one  of  our  main  goals.  (There  were 


almost  200  people  at  our  kick-oft  Salsa 
Party!)  In  our  efforts  to  create  better  com- 
munity and  to  reach  out  to  the  Latino 
community,  to  the  non-profit  sector,  to 
the  residential  community  and  to  city 
departments  for  safety,  lighting  and  clean 
up  we  have  networked  with  groups  as 
diverse  as  Cine  Accion,  Creativity  Ex- 
plored, the  DPW,  Familia  Adelante,  St. 
Lukes  Hospital,  SF  School  Volunteers, 
and  SFSU. 

We  have  worked  to  make  meaningful 
events  for  populations  who  live  and  work 


here  and  there  has  been  a really  good 
feeling!  The  beautiful  blue,  red  and  yellow 
banners  along  16th  Street  have  been  the 
mainstay  of  the  visual  presence  of  the 
celebration.  We  want  to  thank  Creativity 
Explored  and  the  artist,  Vincent  Jackson, 
for  making  such  a nice  drawing.  The  ban- 
ners were  supported  by  a grant  of  the 
Community  Arts  and  Education  Program 
of  the  San  Francisco  Art  Commission.  We 
also  must  thank  Miguel  Pendas  for 
designing  such  a great  big  lovely  reddish 
purple  jalapeno  poster  calendar  for  us 


and  we  hope  everyone  has  been  happier 
in  some  way  this  year  because  of  our  fes- 
tival, workshops,  planning,  etc.  We  look 
forward  to  next  year  and  new  events. 
Thanks  for  making  it  happen! 

Muchas  gracias,  amigos  e amigas. 
Snapshots  of  the  celebration  events  will  be 
on  display,  (place  to  be  announced)  If 
anyone  took  pictures  you  are  invited  to 
put  them  with  ours  for  display.  Contact: 
522-9535. 

Molly  Hankwitz 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 

Your  Community  Bookstore 
2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 


Hours: 

M-S  10a-8p 
Sun  lOa-Sp 


SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 


Phone:  (415)586-3733 
VISA/MC 


MftRie's 


fl,terS/  bulk  *e 
vves,giKs 


Hours:  M-F  7-6 
Sat.  8-5  • Sun.  8-1 

282-5532 


cotlees,  te0s 
jjtftfis.sco nes  , 

VernatIOfl  <?e/s 

X 

V foods 

1038  Valencia  Street 

(bet.  21st  & 22nd  Sts.) 


vw  our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  tot  me  large* 
•©♦eeflon  ctf  Bicycle*.  Parti  A Accaoortecln  S f 


BICYCLES  ~>Y 
SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

MSHUU 

TREKusa 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


VAifNC/A  CVClFfiV  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21  si  & 22nd)  550-6600  io-4  Sunday 
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Supervisor  Susan  Leal  (right)  was  on  hand  when,  on  October  23rd,  work  finally 
began  on  the  new  park  at  23rd  and  Treat  Streets.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


and  morals. 

According  to  the  ABC  Accusation, 
Thongvanh  sold  marijuana  to  a confiden- 
tial informant  on  September  6,  and  to  San 
Francisco  Police  Officer  Sainez  on  Sep- 
tember 8.  Both  sales  occurred  inside  the 
store.  The  Accusation  also  makes  refer- 
ence to  a prior  conviction  for  selling  al- 
cohol to  a minor  decoy  in  1991. 

Arthur  Lipton,  the  attorney  who  is 
defending  Thongvanh  against  the  liquor 
license  revocation  says  that  his  client 
wants  to  sell  both  the  liquor  license  and 
the  store.  Lipton  says  that  Thongvanh  has 
another  week  to  respond  to  the  ABC’s 
charges  and  hasn’t  yet  decided  whether  or 
not  to  fight  the  revocation. 

According  to  SF  ABC  District  Ad- 
ministrator, Michael  Tyrrell,  the  liquor 
license  cannot  be  transferred  until  the 
revocation  proceedings  have  been  com- 
pleted. Tyrrell  is  recommending  that  the 
license  be  permanently  revoked.  If  Tyr- 


FILM  ARTS 
AT  ROXIE 

he  11th  annual  Film  Arts  Festival 
comes  to  the  Mission  in  November.  A 
showcase  for  locally  produced  film*;  and 
videos,  the  FAF  will  have  screenings  at  the 
Roxie  and  Castro  theaters  from  the  1st 
through  the  5th.  The  festival  provides  San 
Franciscans  a unique  opportunity  to 
glimpse  first  the  best  film  and  video  the 
Bay  Area  offers. 

Programming  scouts  from  the  Sun- 
dance, Berlin,  and  other  fancy  festivals 
are  sure  to  attend,  hoping  to  scout  a local 
gem,  so  dont  you  miss  it.  Some  highlights: 


rell  gets  his  way,  Thongvanh  won’t  have  a 
liquor  license  to  transfer.  According  to 
Sandra  Meek,  Director  of  the  Hearing 
and  Legal  for  the  Department  of  ABC  in 
Sacramento,  if  Thongvanh  decides  to 
fight  the  revocation,  the  earliest  that  a 
hearing  could  be  scheduled  is  February 
1996. 

Meanwhile,  Thongvanh  has  also  been 
charged  with  felony  possession  and  sale  of 
narcotics  by  the  SF  District  Attorney.  Ac- 
cording to  Deputy  DA  Stewart  Jankowitz, 
the  prehearing  conference  on 
Thongvanh’s  criminal  drug  charges  is  set 
for  November  21.  Jankowitz  confirmed 
that  70  pounds  of  marijuana  were  confis- 
cated from  Mexico  City  Market  sub- 
sequent to  Thongvanh’s  arrest.  Jankowitz 
also  said  that  he  would  share  evidence 
with  the  ABC  so  that  the  ABC  proceed- 
ings on  the  license  revocation  are  not 
delayed  if  Thongvanh  decides  to  go  to 
trial  on  the  drug  charges. 


FESTIVAL 

CASTRO 

93  Million  Miles  from  the  Sun,  filmed  and 
set  in  the  Mission  District,  features  local 
actors  Dena  Martinez,  Dylan  Kussman 
and  Aaron  Davidman,  and  chronicles  a 
typical  night  in  the  alleys  and  byways  of 
the  Mission;  Land  of  Milk  and  Honey , 
starring  Lumi  Cavazos  of  Like  Water  for 
Chocolate , follows  a young  man  who  flees 
urban  grit  for  pastoral  bliss;  Pretty  Vacant, 
directed  by  Jim  Mendiola,  a Slacker-tikt 
exposition  of  contemporary  Latino  youth 
culture.  For  more  information  call.  552- 
FILM. 


MEXICO  CITY  MARKET  REPORT 


THEATER  COMPANY  SEEKS 
TEENAGE  TALESPINNERS 


byAndySolow  Ham  Thongvanh,  the  owner  of  Mexico 

OCity  Market,  located  at  2780  21st  Street, 
n October  5,  1995,  the  Depart-  The  ABC  says  that  Thongvanh’s  con- 
ment  of  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  in-  tinued  operation  of  the  liquor  license 
itiated  revocation  proceedings  against  would  be  contrary  to  the  public  welfare 


SANDOVAL  COIN  LAUNDRIES 

DRY  CLEANING 

THE  MISSION’S  BEST  LAUNDRY 


2267  MISSION  ST. 

3343  18TH  ST. 

BTWN.  19TH  & 18TH 

@ CAPP 

642-0155 

282-9294 

WASH  AND  FOLD 

PERSONAL  SERVICE  ON  DUTY 

8am  to  8pm 


m 


e you  a young  weaver  of  yarns 
needing  a forum  for  your  expressive 
artform?  The  New  Youth  Theater  Com- 
pany being  founded  by  Tale  Spinners 
Theater  may  be  your  place.  Beginning  in 


November  at  El  Centro  del  Pueblo,  the 
project  will  be  open  to  young  people,  aged 
11-18  years.  The  group  will  be  en- 
couraged to  learn  all  aspects  of  theater 
production.  They  will  be  given  the  skills 
to  write  and  create  them,  both  as  young 


MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  & FRESH 

OPEN  HERE  and  NOW  7:30  AM 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
ABSOLUTELY  MEXICAN 

Taqueria 
El  Balazito 

CORNER  OF  MARIN  AND  BAYSHORE 
AT  THE  CARWASH  NEAR  ARMY 


ABSOLUTELY 

FRESH! 


MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  & FRESH 


Burrito $2.95 

MiniTaco $0.95 

Tacos $1.60 

Steak  Sandwich $2.95 

MEXICAN  SEAFOOD 

Burrito  Vallarta $4.25 

Grilled  Fish  Taco $1.65 

Tostada  de  Ceviche $ 1 .65 

VEGETARIAN  MEALS 

Bob’s  Burrito $2.95 

Taco  de  Nopales $1.50 


Super  Burrito! 

With  Purchase  of  1 Super  Burrito 


$3.95 

I Not  Valid  with  Other  Often  ’ With  Coupon 

v.  __  _^)fler_Ex|>ires_  H\30\95  __  J 


FRESH  FRUIT  DRINKS 


OTHER  BALAZO  LOCATIONS 

400  Market  Place  1654  Haight  St.  (at  Belvedere) 

San  Ramon,  CA  San  Francisco,  CA 

Ph:  328-0510  FAX:  328-0516  Ph:  864-8608 
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people,  and  as  young  people  growing  up 
in  the  Mission.  The  Youth  Theater  Com- 
pany aims  to  become  a beacon  on  the  hill 
to  other  young  people,  showing  that  what 


they  think  and  teel  is  important  and  wor- 
thy of  a voice.  For  information  on  how  to 
participate  or  help  please  contact  Tina 
Taylor  at  431-2221. 


HEAD  OF  MISSION 
TASK  FORCE  QUITS 


Frank  Morales  head  of  the  Mayor’s 
Mission  Task  Force  resigned  from  that 
office  on  October  23.  Morales  cited  an 
increased  work  load  at  his  school  district 
job  and  devote  more  of  his  volunteer  time 
working  on  the  Enterprise  Community. 
Morales,  who  has  lead  the  task  force  for 
over  two  years,  was  critical  of  the  many 
petty  squabbles  and  intrigues  that  have 
characterized  the  task  force  under  both 


Mayors  Agnos  and  Jordan.  "I  just  got  tired 
of  having  to  be  a referee  and  a baby  sitter," 
he  said.  Morales  had  tried  to  quit  the  task 
force  once  before  but  was  talked  out  of  it 
by  Jordan  chief  of  staff  Jim  Wunderman. 
Who  will  fill  Morales  spot,  if  anybody,  is 
uncertain.  Morales  insists  his  problems 
were  with  task  force  members  not  the 
mayor  and  remains  a Jordan  supporter. 


PANCHO  VILLA 
PHOTO  COMPETITION 


ancho  Villa  Taqueria  is  sponsor- 
ing a color  photography  exhibition,  con- 
tinuing a tradition  of  sponsoring  local 
artists.  Prizes  are  $200  for  first,  $100  for 
second,  $50  for  third  place,  and  T-shirts 
and  dinners  for  all  who  participate.  If 
youd  like  to  enter,  youd  better  hurry,  only 
the  first  twenty  entries  will  be  considered, 
the  last  date  entries  will  be  accepted  is 
November  25. 


Rob  Trains  is  organizing  the  event  and 
says,  I hope  I can  get  twenty  color  photog- 
raphers to  do  it,  there  are  probably  10,000 
black  and  whites.  Entries  will  be  judged 
by  a single  juror,  with  the  winners  an- 
nounced during  a reception  at  Pancho 
Villas  on  Dec.  21.  All  the  entrants  pic- 
tures will  be  displayed  on  the  walls  of  the 
restaurant  from  Dec.  2 to  Dec.  30.  For 
information  on  how  to  enter,  call  Rob 
TraLs  at  558-0658. 


RESTAURANT  & BAR 
MIDDLE  EASTERN  CUISINE 


BELLY  DANCING  NIGHTLY  TUESDAY  - SATURDAY 
MALE  BELLY  DANCING  EVERY  SATURDAY 
LUNCH  11-3 
HAPPY  HOUR  3 -6 
DINNER  6-12 


811  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA.  94110  821-9747 


WHICH  WAY  GATEWAY? 


Most  of  our  readers  will  remember 
that  a while  back  Phil  over  at  Gateway 
Liquors  changed  the  name  of  the  place  to 
Gateway  Natural  Food  and  Spirits  to 
reflect  his  move  away  from  booze  and 
smokes  and  toward  a more  healthy  line 
cf  merchandise.  Well,  everybody  made  a 
big  deal  about  it  and  Phil  was  the  toast  of 
the  Mission  for  few  months.  But  nowadays 


the  more  organic  clientele  Phil  hoped  to 
attract  has  been  slacking  off.  So,  here  we 
have  Phil  with  Vita  Soy  in  one  hand  and 
Presidente  Brandy  in  the  other,  as  he 
weighs  the  economic  merits  of  each  one. 
Perhaps,  a few  pilgrimages  to  24th  and 
Folsom  would  keep  Phil  happy  and  on  thi 
right  path. 

Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


GALLLERY  OF  THE  COSMOS 


by  Marguerite  Carpenter 

Let’s  look  at  Astrology  as  a science, 
with  its  cosmic  forces  that  tend  to 
emanate  an  influence  upon  humans,  in- 
hibiting the  odd  planet  Earth.  It  was 
spoken  by  our  ancient,  wise,  ancestors  as 
The  Soul  of  Astronomy. 

According  to  a Hindu  Lore,  Astrology 
reached  its  zenith  some  200,000  years  ago 
and  is  presumed  to  have  been  taught  by 


the  Manu,  who  had  charge  of  the  forth 
roo trace.  Astrology,  with  a sense  of  awe, 
was  practiced  by  the  Chaldeans,  Greeks, 
Romans,  Arabs,  and  the  Egyptians.  It 
spread  like  a wildfire  in  Europe,  during 
the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  centuries. 
It  is  rumored  that  the  Spanish  Inquisition 
was  a cloak  to  disguise  a covert  mission  to 
stamp  out  Astrology.  At  that  time, 
Astrolog)  was  termed  Astromancy- 
Devination  by  the  Stars,  fortune  telling,  in 
other  words. 

One  might  wonder,  "Whats  Astrology 
got  to  do  with  anything?"  especially  when 
the  planets  are  millions  of  miles  away. 
There  is  scientific  proof  which  tells  us  that 
each  planet,  including  the  Earth,  has  its 
own  electromagnetic,  and  gravitational 
fields.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that 
these  forces  interact  with  each  other. 

The  Sun  is  our  vast  source  of  radiation 
which  supports  all  life  on  Earth,  along 
with  ultraviolet  rays,  and  other  forms  of 
radiation.  Scientists  have  long  known  that 
light  waves,  can  exist  in  any  length.  Very 
small  waves  of  only  a fraction  of  a billionth 
of  an  inch  in  length.  Ultraviolet  rays  are 
invisible  to  the  human  eye  but  are  capable 
of  penetrating  the  atmosphere  causing  all 
life  on  Earth  to  be  subject  to  their  power- 
ful influence.. So  too  with  the  influence  of 
disttant  stars  and  planets. 


Struggling  With  Transit? 


Like  the  idea  of  public  transit,  but 
frustrated  with  MUNI  or  BART? 

Love  Mission  Street,  but 
want  it  to  become  safer  to 
walk  on  at  night? 

Got  any  ideas  about  how  to 
improve  life  in  the  Mission 
through  transit? 

Bring  your  ideas,  concerns,  complaints,  & dreams  We'll 
supply  community  architects  and  interested  people  from 
BART  and  MUNI.  At  our  last  meeting  we  talked  about 
improving  the  design  of  MUNI  stations,  nightlife  along 
Mission  Street,  planting  more  trees,  commissioning  new 
artwork,  providing  better  pedestrian  lighting,  cleaning  up 
For  more  information  call  Doug  Shoemaker  at  Mission  Housing:  864-6432  sidewalks, and  increasing  public  safety. 


Come  to  a planning  workshop  sponsored  by 
MUNI  and  Mission  Housing  on 

November  6th  at  6 PM 
474  Valencia  Street  (at  16th) 

Second  floor  auditorium 

Follow-up  workshop  on  November  20th  at  6 PM 


ENVIRONMENTAL 
INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
WITH  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO  SOLID  WASTE 
MANAGEMENT  PROGRAM, 

2 POSITIONS  OPEN 

1)  9-12  MONTHS,  30-40  HOURS 
PER  WEEK  - SOLID  AND  HAZARD- 
OUS WASTE  PROJECTS. 
DEADLINE  TO  APPLY  NOVEMBER 
1, 1995 

2)  1 YEAR,  40  HOURS  PER  WEEK 
PUBLIC  OUTREACH  FOR  RECYC- 
LING. START  DATE  JANUARY  1, 
1996 

STIPEND  $13.00  PER  HOUR 

WOMEN  AND  PEOPLE  OF 
COLOR  ARE  STRONGLY  EN- 
COURAGED TO  APPLY.  CALL  THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL  CAREER  OR- 
GANIZATIONS 415  362-5552 
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TALK.  WALK,  RUN,  FIGHT,  RUN 

YACHIGUSA-RYU  JUTSU  TEACHES  HARMONY  AND  SELF  DEFENSE 


The  bigger  they  are,  the  harder  they  fall.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


by  Bronwyn  Neal 

Think  of  yourself  as  a rock  in  the 
middle  of  a raging  river,"  says  Gary  Moro, 
founder  of  Mission  martial  arts  school 
Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu.  That  rock  slowly 
gets  chipped  away  because  it’s  not  har- 
monious with  the  water.  So  we’re  the 
water.  We  harmonize  with  our  enemy,  but 
at  the  same  time  we  engulf  it." 

As  Moro  explains  the  philosophy  be- 
hind the  martial  art  aiki-jutsu 
(pronounced  ahkee  jitsoo),  literally 
"techniques  of  harmonious  spirit,"  young 
students  filter  into  the  school’s  long 
storefront  studio  and  populate  its  bright 
blue  athletic  mats.  Kids’  class  begins  in  20 
minutes. 

"Another  aspect  of  the  harmony," 
Moro  continues,  "is  that  I know  1 can  in- 
flict great  bodily  injury  on  you,  but  I have 
no  reason  to  do  it,  so  I have  no  desire  to 
fight  you  unless  you  make  me.  We  have 
this  joke:  this  is  the  school  of  peace,  love, 
and  harmony  — unless  the  other  person 
doesn’t  let  you." 

A former  cop,  33-year-old  Moro  has 
lived  in  the  Mission  all  his  life  and  has 
practiced  martial  arts  ever  since  he  was  a 
teenager.  "I  used  to  go  over  to  Alioto  Park 
and  practice  with  this  wooden  man  that 
I’d  kick  around,"  he  recalls.  "And  people 
would  look  at  me  like,  what  is  this  guy 
doing?" 

He  founded  Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu 
(pronounced  Yachee  goosoo  reeyoo  jit- 
soo) after  injuries  to  his  knee  and  lower 
back  forced  him  to  retire  from  the  Daly 
City  Police  Department  in  1991.  Not  that 
he  expected  to  found  a martial  arts  school 
at  the  time.  As  it  happened,  the  school 
found  him. 

Moro  began  teaching  aiki-jutsu  in  his 
garage  to  friends  as  a way  to  get  back  in 
shape  and  recover  from  his  injuries.  One 
day,  an  onlooker  asked  if  Moro  would 
teach  the  art  to  his  11-year-old  son.  Soon 
after,  a woman  asked  if  her  three  young 
daughters  could  join  the  group. 


"I  didn’t  expect  it  to  last,"  he  says.  "It 
was  summer,  and  they  had  nothing  else  to 
do.  But  I figured  if  they’re  going  to  put 
that  much  time  and  effort  into  it.  I’m  at 
least  going  to  try  and  give  them  the  best 
instruction  I can.  So  I’m  giving  them  these 
nine  hour  days  of  brutal  exercise,  trying  to 
get  rid  of  them,  basically,  and  they  would 
not  go  home.  They  kept  coming  every  day 
asking  for  more."  All  four  kids  are  still 
students. 

Moro  opened  Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu  to 
the  public  in  July  of  1993.  This  past  June, 
he  moved  it  to  its  current  location  at  1928 
Mission,  a space  Moro  chose  in  order  to 
stay  close  to  his  home  base  of  kids. 

At  four  o’clock,  about  20  students  line 
up  on  the  mat  for  the  kids’  class.  First 
Moro  drills  them  one  at  a time  on  forms, 
or  cadas.  Next  he  goes  over  the  five-step 
plan:  Talk,  Walk,  Run,  Fight,  Run.  Talk 


your  way  out  of  the  fight,  walk  away  from 
the  fight,  run  away  from  the  fight,  now  you 
can’t  run  but  you  fight,  but  you  only  fight 
to  the  point  where  you  can  run  away 
again." 

After  a series  of  laps,  sit-ups  and  push- 
ups, he  pairs  them  up  for  sparring  exer- 
cises. "You’ve  got  to  use  the  entire  body," 
he  tells  them.  "Head,  hands,  shoulders, 
elbows,  knees,  feet,  legs,  stomach,  back, 
everything.  If  you’re  only  using  the  arms, 
that’s  six  weapons  that  aren’t  working." 

Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu  is  the  only 
school  in  the  Mission  — and  possibly  the 
only  school  in  San  Francisco  — that 
teaches  aiki-jutsu,  which,  Moro  says,  is 
older  than  many  other  comparatively 
modem  martial  arts,  including  aikido, 
karate,  jujitsu,  and  judo. 

"There’s  a lot  of  mis  comm  uni  cation  in 
karate,"  says  Moro.  "Karate  was  brought 


to  Japan  from  Okinawa.  Okinawa  and 
Japan  had  a history  of  feudal  wars  and  of 
not  getting  along  No  person  from 
Okinawa  is  going  to  come  over  to  Japan 
and  teach  their  life-long  enemies  how  to 
fight  them  better  than  they  have  already. 
So  they  watered  it  down." 

Moro  says  his  biggest  challenge  with 
the  school  is  making  people  understand 
what  real  martial  arts  training  is  all  about. 
"I’ve  noticed  especially  with  the  adults  and 
some  of  the  newer  children,"  he  says,  "that 
people  really  don’t  understand  what 
respect  and  discipline  are  all  about. 

Too  many  people  look  at  the  belts  and 
say,  I want  a black  belt.  How  long  to  get  a 
black  belt?  Well,  if  a black  belt’s  all  you 
want,  give  me  six  dollars  and  99  cents,  I’ll 
give  you  a black  belt  and  you’re  out  the 
door.  Because  it  doesn’t  mean  anything. 
A lot  of  people  in  America  think  of  the 
black  belt  as  the  end.  But  even  the 
Japanese  don’t  believe  a black  belt’s  an 
end.  For  a lot  of  people  a black  belt 
means:  you’ve  done  the  basics,  now  let’s 
teach  you  the  real  stuff." 

Teaching  kids,  Moro  finds,  is  a learn- 
ing experience  all  its  own.  "It’s  nice  to  see 
them  make  the  same  mistakes  that  you 
were  making  trying  to  cheat  on  the  tech- 
niques the  same  way  you  were  trying  to 
cheat." 

Some  of  his  students  are  ex-gang 
members,  which  gives  him  a different 
perspective  on  youths  than  his  career  in 
the  police  did.  "I’m  really  lucky  to  be 
around  good  kids,"  he  says.  "That’s  one 
reason  I like  [teaching],  because  after  11 
years  of  police  work  you  do  get  kind  of 
burned  on  kids  and  how  they  behave,  and 
here  I get  to  see  another  side." 

"Even  though  with  some  of  them,"  he 
adds,  "you  have  to  wonder,  are  they  going 
to  fall  on  the  other  side?  But  at  least  you’re 
giving  them  a safe  place  and  something 
productive  to  do,  and  something  that,  if 
they  learn  it  the  right  way,  their  self  es- 
teem builds  up  so  they  can  say  no." 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

and  STATS 


a 


Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 


539  VALENCIA  ST. 


626-6767 


Free  Waste  Prevention  and 
Recycling  Publications 

San  Francisco  Recycling  Guide 

An  overview  of  recycling  in  San  Francisco, 
including  tips  on  how  to  reduce,  reuse  and 
recycle  at  home,  work  and  during  the 
holidays.  This  trilingual  guide  (English, 
Chinese  and  Spanish)  also  gives  information 
about  recycling  organics,  paper,  aluminum, 
glass,  steel  and  plastics. 

Environmental 
Shopping  Guide 

How  to  keep  the  environment  in 
mind  while  you  shop  is  the  focus 
of  this  guide.  Tips  on  reducing 
packaging,  environmental  options 
and  special  ideas  for  teenagers  and 
kids  are  in  this  handy  guide. 


Environmental  Shopping  Guide 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


Call  554-6193  and  leave  your  name  and  address  for  a free 
copy  of  either,  or  both  of  the  above  publications.  Offer  open 
to  San  Francisco  residents  only. 
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BUDDHIST  CENTER  EMBRACES  THE  MISSION 


by  Rafer  Guzman 


A,, 


ound  7:00  p.m.  on  a Wednesday 
night,  in  a large  studio  on  Bartlett  Street, 
a group  of  about  twenty  young  men  and 
women  kneel  on  cushions,  their  spines 
straight,  their  breathing  regular.  Just  a 
few  blocks  away  on  Valencia  Street,  Black 
and  Latino  parishioners  are  worshipping 
in  storefront  churches,  singing,  clapping 
and  making  music  that  all  but  drowns  out 
the  roar  of  traffic  and  the  shouting  of 
pedestrians.  Here  in  the  San  Francisco 
Buddhist  Center,  however,  all  is  quiet 
while  Par  am  an  an  da,  an  Englishman  in  his 
late  thirties,  conducts  his  weekly  medita- 
tion class  for  beginners. 

A little  over  a year  ago,  the  Center 
moved  from  the  relatively  quiet  and 
homogenous  Richmond  district  to  the 
heart  of  the  turbulent  Mission.  "Most  of 
the  people  were  coming  from  the  Mission 
District  anyway,  riding  their  bikes  en 
masse  to  the  center,"  says  Evonne,  a young 
woman  who  volunteers  at  the  Center.  "It’s 
the  perfect  neighborhood.  The  whole 
area  is  undergoing  a renaissance.  There 
are  a lot  of  open  minds  here." 

Historically,  Buddhism  has  been  a 
home  to  all  classes  and  persuasions  — 
much  like  the  Mission  itself.  "One  of  the 
most  radical  things  about  Buddhism  was 
its  non-exclusivity,"  says  Paramananda. 
"Women  were  ordained.  The  Buddha 
taught  the  untouchables  [the  lowest  caste 
in  India].  And  this  was  in  500  B.C." 
Paramananda  wants  to  continue  this 
tradition  here  in  San  Francisco,  where 
there  is  a large  population  of  gays,  les- 
bians and  other  minorities  who  find  them- 
selves ostracized  from  traditional 
religions  like  Catholicism.  "When  we  talk 
about  being  a Buddhist,  we  just  mean 
having  a commitment  to  the  teachings,"  he 
says.  "There’s  no  racial  or  sexual  differen- 
tial in  Buddhism.  Anyone  can  do  it." 

Paramananda  came  from  London  to 
San  Francisco  in  1994  to  help  start  the 
Center.  "In  London,"  he  says,  "we  tried  to 
reach  out  to  the  black  community.  We 


had  one  or  two  black  members  who  would 
go  into  their  neighborhoods  and  talk  to 
people,  start  groups."  He  hopes  to  do  the 
same  thing  here  with  the  Latino  com- 
munity, though  he  realizes  that  it  won’t  be 
easy  to  draw  staunch  Catholics  into  the 
Center.  He  is  currently  looking  for  a 
volunteer  who  speaks  fluent  Spanish.  In 
the  meantime,  the  Center’s  small  library 
offers  several  Spanish  language  books  on 


to  other  living  beings,  the  development  of 
kindness,  and  the  development  of  aware- 
ness of  yourself  and  others."  Evonne  sums 
up  the  teachings  as  simply  "wisdom  and 
compassion." 

Though  there  are  about  40  centers  lo- 
cated around  the  world,  the  Order  is  not 
an  overarching  organization  like  the 
Catholic  Church.  Each  center  is  "very 
grassroots"  according  to  Evonne,  and  is 


Buddhist  Center  provides  serene  Bartlett  St.  setting.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


Buddhism. 

The  Center  is  part  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Western  Buddhist  Order,  begun  in  1967 
by  an  English  academic  whose  Buddhist 
name  is  Sangarakshita.  Though  there  are 
many  widely  varying  Buddhist  sects  -- 
Theravadan  being  the  oldest,  and 
Mahayanna  being  the  most  common  — the 
Order  aims  to  unify  the  divergent  teach- 
ings of  the  different  sects  into  a cohesive 
whole.  The  basic  tenets,  according  to 
Paramananda,  are  "practicing  non-harm 


locally  funded  through  contributions. 
The  Order  does  not  collect  money  from 
the  centers,  nor  does  it  give  any.  Says 
Evonne,  "We  work  on  dana,"  which  is 
defined  as  the  "practice  of  generosity." 
"This  building  was  purchased  through 
dana."  It  was  Evonne  and  another  woman 


who  put  up  the  downpayment  required  to 
purchase  the  Center’s  new  home.  "But  we 
don’t  have  any  special  status  because  of 
it,"  she  adds.  "It’s  been  a very  positive 
experience  for  me;  though,  my  friends 
think  I’m  a little  crazy." 

Proselytizing  does  not  seem  to  be  high 
on  the  Center’s  list  of  priorities.  "Some- 
one can  come  here  and  meditate,  or  learn 
about  Buddhism,  or  do  Tai-Chi,"  says 
Paramananda.  "Maybe  they  don’t  want  to 
practice  Buddhism.  We’re  very  pleased 
to  have  people  just  come  and  meditate, 
even  if  we  never  see  them  again.  I think 
that  must  contribute  something  to  the 
world." 

Certainly  the  Center  is  having  an  ef- 
fect here  in  the  Mission.  Says 
Paramananda,  "We’re  building  a sangha," 
or  spiritual  community.  "We  provide  a 
context  in  which,  if  you  have  different 
ideas  than  mainstream  society,  you  can 
come  and  meet  like-minded  people." 
Evonne  adds,  "It’s  great.  I recently 
walked  into  Muddy  Waters  on  16th  Street 
and  saw  five  people  who  attended  medita- 
tion classes  at  the  Center." 

Before  the  meditation  class  begins,  a 
young  man  in  his  early  twenties  named 
Django  arrives  carrying  his  bike  helmet. 
He  is  coming  here  for  the  first  time.  "I  had 
seen  flyers  for  the  class  posted  around 
Noe  Valley,  and  decided  to  give  it  a try," 
he  says.  Having  read  about  Buddhism  on 
his  own  while  attending  classes  at  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Institute,  Django  was  glad 
to  discover  the  Center.  "I  have  nothing 
against  the  Western  religions,"  he  says. 
"They've  gotten  us  this  far.  But  for  that 
push  further,  I think  we  should  look  to  the 
East." 

The  San  Francisco  Buddhist  Center  is 
located  at  37  Bartlett  Street,  and  can  be 
reached  at  282-2018. 


QOality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendi 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

S24795 

Guaranteed 
2 yr. ,20,000  miles  on  parts 
1 yr .,  12,000  miles  on  labor 
Front  wheel  drive  included 
New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th)  • 

43 1 -9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mu*t  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  ana  light  trucks.  ’Metallic  pads 
extra.  Sometimes  additional  parts  and  labor  may  be  complcie  the  repair  property.  Cost  may  be  substantial  We  provide 
the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price. 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

S4795 

Front  or  rear 
Pads  & shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


ours  by  S2.00 


s1#i50  7 

■ for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
WHEN_WOR  K_l  SDONE_HER  E_  _ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  "1 

^95  • Up  to  5 quarts 


• Replace  Oil  Filter 
• Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 

s^79s 

m 4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Smog  Stop 

41 99  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  & SAT  8-5 


Gigi  Fiorucci 
Don  Russo 

2401  16th  Street 
at  Bryant  Street* 

across  from  Seals  Stadium 

Breakfast,  Lunch 
& Banquets 

on  site  parking 

621-9859 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


OOPS! 

In  last  months  article  I unintentionally 
offended  a few  people  with  my  analogy 
regarding  a fictional  group  of  night 
crawlers  on  16th  St! 

I sincerely  apologize  to  any  who  felt 
insulted.  Mea  maxima  culpa  - it  was  not, 
perhaps,  a well  thought  out  metaphor. 

Also  last  issue  I promised  an  article  on 
DHEA  which  will  not  be  ready  until  the 
next  issue. 


BALANCE. 

A state  of  bodily  equilibrium.  A har- 
monious arrangement  of  parts  or  ele- 
ments. Counterpoise.  Equality.  To 
bring  into  a state  of  equilibrium. 

Chiropractic  brings  the  body  into 
balance  through  spinal  adjustments. 
Chiropractic  helps  the  body  to  continue  in 
a state  of  equilibrium  by  freeing  the 
central  nervous  system  from  states  of  un- 
balance, otherwise  known  as  illness  and 
pain. 

Over  the  past  two  weekends,  the  staff 
from  this  office  participated  in  neighbor- 
hood festivals.  Our  participation  focused 
on  bringing  information  about  Chiroprac- 
tic to  those  of  you  in  the  community  who 
can  benefit  from  the  ancient  tradition  of 
spinal  manipulation  for  health.  Being  out 
in  the  community  on  a personal  level 
reminded  us  that  there  are  more  of  you 
out  there  in  the  community  who  need 
Chiropractic,  but  are  still  not  aware  of  the 
many  benefits. 

Chiropractic  works  by  relieving  pres- 
sure along  the  spine  caused  by  misalign- 
ment of  the  spinal  bones,  called  vertebrae. 
Many  things  in  life,  beginning  with  our  trip 


through  a small  birth  canal,  exert  enough 
pressure  on  our  spines  to  move  the  ver- 
tebrae out  of  alignment.  Accidents  and 
injuries  are  not  the  only  reason  to  see  a 
Doctor  of  Chiropractic.  Just  plain  old 
garden  variety  stress  can  be  enough  to  get 
us  completely  out  of  balance! 

Remember,  long  term  symptoms  are 
just  a signal  from  your  body  that  you  are 
out  of  balance.  While  there  are  many 
ways  to  treat  or  relieve  the  symptoms, 
Chiropractic  will  get  to  the  cause  of  the 
unbalance,  the  central  nervous  system. 

So  don’t  wait  to  put  your  body  back  in 
balance.  Don’t  wait  for  a state  of  har- 
monious arrangements  of  your  parts  and 
elements  to  occur  spontaneously.  Bring 
yourself  into  a state  of  equipoise  through 
Chiropractic! 

The  following  list  is  typical  of  common 
symptoms  associated  with  bodies  out  of 
balance. 

Headaches 
Low  back  pain 
Neck  pain 
Allergies 
Leg  pain 
Numbness 
Loss  of  sleep 
Fainting 
Depression 
Blurred  vision 
Low  resistance 
Ear  infections 
Muscle  tension 
Digestive  problems 
Menstrual  cramps 
Urinary  problems 

If  you  recognize  yourself  or  someone 
you  care  about  in  this  list,  give  Chiroprac- 
tic a try. 

Dr.  Williams  can  be  reached  at  826-1000. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 
SERVING  THE  MISSION 

A non  sectarian  approach  to  Buddhism  in  the 
modern  world.  Offering  a comprehensive 
introduction  to  the  Art  of  Meditation. 
call  for  schedule 

37  Bartlett  St  (at  21st)  282  2018 

ITk  M liuddhisl  Ccnlcl  is  » noD-ptufil  organization  and  part  ol 
Tlu ■ l-'nends  of  the  H'i\*tern  fll/ddhixl  Order  an  International  Buddhist  \!<«  cment 


ALL  ODWALLA 
JUICES 

always  available  . 


AMERICAN  SPIRIT 
Cigarettes 

always  $2. 50/pack 


Qhmm 

Virtues 


NATURAL  FOODS  & SPIRITS 
3101  - 24th  Street,  S.F.  *282-9155 

A mini-supermarket  serving  all 
of  the  Mission's  diverse  life  styles! 


MILK 
$2. 25/Gal 


VITASOY 
$ 1.59/liter 

original  light  fit 
original  vanilla 


FRESH  ORGANIC  PRODUCE 


ST.  LUKE’S  PURCHASES 
WOMEN’S  CLINIC 


St.  Luke’s  Hospital  and  The  Women’s 
Clinic,  a Mission  establishment  since 
1970,  joined  forces  this  past  summer  to 
provide  quality  healthcare  for  women 
without  access  to  mainstream  medical 
services.  St.  Lukes  and  its  Neighborhood 
Clinic  have  served  the  Mission’s  poor  for 
decades.  With  the  acquisition  of  The 
Women’s  Clinic,  located  at  1640  Valen- 
cia, St.  Lukes  inherits  one  of  the  largest 
healthcare  providers  in  San  Francisco  for 
women  who  are  struggling  economically. 
The  clinic  sees  some  100  patients  daily 
and  delivers  over  1,400  babies  each  year, 
rivaling  the  public  sector  in  volume.  The 
clinic’s  founders  retired  en  masse  in  July 
and  St.  Lukes  has  hired  a completely  new 
medical  staff.  The  clinic  is  now  headed  by 
Medical  Director  D.  David  Borge,  M.D. 
The  staff  is  comprised  of  three  female 
obstetrician/gynecologists  and  one  of  only 
six  male  nurse  midwives  in  California. 
Among  his  other  positions.  Dr.  Borge 
spent  four  years  in  Porterville,  California 
where  he  headed  the  OB/GYN  Depart- 
ment for  a rural  community  health  center 
for  high-risk  migrant  and  farm  workers. 
He  has  a particular  interest  in  counseling 
adolescents  in  pregnancy,  family  plan- 
ning, and  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
In  addition  to  its  general  OB/GYN  ser- 
vices, the  Womens  Center  will  provide 
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Ginger  Ayala,  Chief  Executive  Of- 
ficer of  St.  Luke’s  Health  Care  Center  and 
Dr.  David  Borge.  Photo  by  Joe  Hakim 


special  programs  addressing  teen  issues, 
including  counseling  and  nutrition, 
childbirth  education,  and  the  concerns  of 
older  women,  such  as  breast  cancer, 
menopause,  and  the  prevention  of  heart 
and  bone  problems. 


THE  WORM  BOX 

Tips  on  How  to  Make  Your  Life,  Home  and  Community 
More  Ecologically  Friendly.  . . from  Yahoo  Herb’ an  Ecology 

“the  Worm  People” 

Just  Grow  It!  Whatever  the  "It"  is,  of  course,  is  entirely  up  to 
you.  That's  the  fun  part.  Lettuces,  spinach,  cale,  broccoli  and  flowers 
such  as  Cosmos  and  Wildflowers  do  great  in  the  Bay  Area's  mild  Autumn 
and  Winter.  So  do  drought-tolerant  natives.  And  some  stuff  can  even  be 
grown  indoors,  like  tropical  plants  under  lights  (available  from  Plant  It 
Earth,  on  Market  St.  near  Sanchez)  and  exotic  mushrooms  (with  little 
'shroom  cultivator  kits  from  Yahoo!  at  968  Valencia  St.  at  21st). 

Even  though  it's  easy  to  forget— living  as  we  do  inna'  da'  Concrete 
Jungle-our  urban  environment  is  actually  situated  in  a richly  diverse  and 
fertile  part  of  Land  called  the  Shasta  Bio-Region.  That's  right  folks.  The 
City  is  on  da'  Planet.  As  such,  we  Urbanites  might  as  well  take  advantage 
of  what  little  sun  we  get,  and  what  miniature  space  we  have,  and  start 
growing  something...  herbs  for  cooking  and/or  medicinal  purposes  are  fun 
and  easy  to  grow  on  a back  deck,  fire  escape,  or  roof  garden  (though  take 
heed  young  serf  not  to  invite  your  landlord  in  on  this  project).  Or  if  you 
really  don't  have  any  space,  contact  SLUG  (the  SF  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners,  285-SLUG)  about  getting  a local  Community  Garden  plot,  or 
hooking  up  with  your  neighbors  and  starting  one  of  your  own. 

Whatever,  wherever,  the  point  is  to  give  life  to  and  care  for,  and 
eventually  maybe  even  reap  the  benefits  of,  another  living  organism-i.e.  a 
plant.  So  be  like  Voltaire  and  cultivate  your  garden.  It  all  starts  at  home. 
Just  Grow  It. 


10AM  - 6PM 

MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 
MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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LIBERATIONIST  CREDO 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

Sometimes  I feel  like  an 
anachronism.  I am  a women’s 
liberationist  living  in  the  time  of  the 
feminist.  We  are  different  she  and  I.  I 
suppose  feminism  emerged  from  the 
women’s  liberation  movement  when  we 
were  talking  about  women  working  over 
ninety  hours  a week  being  housewives 
without  pay.  Women  still  don’t  get  paid 
for  being  housewives  except  for  the  oc- 
casional refrigerator  and  toaster  oven. 
(Or  is  that,  microwave?  I am  an 
anachronism.)  There’s  all  this  talk  about 
family  and  the  role  of  motherhood  and  no 
one  honors  the  mothers  or  children  who 
are  on  AFDC,  no  one  ever  sees  that  these 
women  are  being  underpaid  to  support 
their  children,  to  do  their  work  as  mothers 
by  raising  their  children. 

I am  a women’s  liberationist.  I believe 
that  every  woman  should  be  free  to  fulfill 
her  heart’s  desire,  each  woman  should  be 
honored  for  who  she  is  and  the  work  she 
does,  the  life  she  lives.  I do  not  believe 
that  having  one  woman  on  a board  of 
directors  is  equality  nor  do  I believe  that 
having  half  the  board  be  women  is  libera- 
tion. Somewhere  in  the  world  as  we  count 
our  statistics  and  accept  our  allotments, 
there  are  women  who  are  not  free.  Some- 
where in  the  world  while  we  discuss  glass 
ceilings,  there  are  women  being  murdered 
and  mutilated  and  muted. 

I am  a women’s  liberationist.  I live  by 
the  statement  that  not  one  of  us  can  be 
free  until  all  of  us  are  free.  I cannot  be 
free  while  one  woman  in  Africa  is  having 


her  genitalia  mutilated.  I cannot  be  free 
while  one  woman  in  Italy  is  having  to  con- 
fess the  Sin  of  her  sexuality.  I cannot  be 
free  while  one  woman  in  Guatemala  is 
being  torn  from  her  weaving.  I cannot  be 
free  while  one  woman  in  China  is  having 
to  give  up  her  daughter  to  make  room  for 
his  son.  I cannot  be  free  while  one  woman 
in  America  is  having  to  let  go  of  her 
dreams  to  make  room  for  his  brilliant 
idea. 

I am  a women’s  liberationist.  I do  not 
believe  it  is  important  to  include  men  in 
our  conversations,  the  creation  of  our 
dreams  or  the  manifestation  of  our  lives. 
I have  grown  weary  of  the  discussion 
about  whether  a man  can  be  a feminist  — 
which  he  can,  but  he  can’t  be  a women’s 
liberationist.  Because  I am  a women’s 
liberationist,  I know  that  there  are 
realities  to  which  women  are  subjected 
that  men  do  not  ever  have  to  experience. 
Because  I am  a women’s  liberationist,  I 
know  that  there  are  abuses  heaped  upon 
women  simply  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  we  are  women.  While  it’s  disturbing 
to  hear  that  men  are  denied  permission  to 
cry,  it  is  devastating  to  hear  about  the 
gaping  gash  in  a woman’s  throat  because 
she  was  a woman  who  dared  to  speak  her 
mind. 

I am  an  anachronism;  I come  with  a 
message  from  the  past.  I am  a woman;  I 
have  a sense  of  urgency  for  the  present.  I 
am  a liberationist;  I walk  with  a vision  for 
the  future.  No  woman  is  free  until  all 
women  are  free.  Free  from  the  disdain  for 
our  menstrual  cycles,  disdain  for  the 
roundness  of  our  bellies,  disdain  for  the 
fullness  of  our  breasts,  disdain  for  the 


CHIROPRACTIC  CARE  is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  its  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90 's 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


expansiveness  of  our  creativity,  disdain 
even  for  our  ability  to  have  children. 
(Sometimes  I wonder  if  men  treating 
women  badly  comes  from  the  jealousy  of 
women’s  capacity  to  birth  children.  Rita 
Mae  Brown  calls  this  jealousy,  Venus 
envy.  So  far  no  matter  what  science 
thinks,  no  matter  how  many  transgender 
operations,  organ  transplants  and  in  vitro 
seeds  — only  a woman  can  birth  a child,  a 
whole,  living,  sensate  being.  Even  a 
feminist  man  cannot  do  this  miracle.) 

I am  a women’s  liberationist.  I don’t 
care  that  women  currently  make  seventy- 
five  cents  on  a man’s  dollar  up  from  fifty 


cents  or  whatever.  I am  a women’s 
liberationist  because  I don’t  care  that  the 
statistics  get  fudged  so  that  a woman  of 
color  gets  double  bonus  points  in  a system 
of  quotas  that  gives  us  less  than  fifty  per- 
cent representation.  What  I see  is  that 
many  women  can’t  get  any  job  at  all  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  encouragement,  em- 
powerment of  a woman’s  aspiration. 
What  I see  is  that  too  many  women  are 
diminished  by  the  unwillingness  to 
promote,  promise  a respect  for  women’s 
intuition,  a valuing  of  her  inspiration. 

I am  a women’s  liberationist.  I cannot 
be  free  until  all  of  us  are  free. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 
Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 


Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
deserve  the  best? 

• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work  - Creative  Play 

* Multicultural  Population 
• Family  Involvement 
* Affordable  Tuition 

This  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sexual 

preference,  or  handicap. 


THE  PERFECT  COMBINATION 


FOR  DINING 


FEUOADA 

MUQUECA 
DE  PEIXE 

(Red  Snapper) 

BEER 

&WINE 

DELIVERY 

821-4600 


ENCHILADAS 


BURRITOS 


FAJITAS 


Credit  Cards: 

VISA  Master  Charge, | 
American  Express 


3392  -24th  St.  (at  Valencia)  San  Francisco 
HOURS:  11am -11pm  Sun-Thur  / 11am  - 12  MIDNITE  Fri-Sat 


AND  DESSERT 


THE  COOI  PICK 


WHATEVER  YOUR  CRAVING  WE  MIGHT  HAVE  WHAT  YOU  SEEK. 


FEATURING  SPINELLI  COFFEE  & KATZ  BAGELS 
FORTY  FLAVORS  OF  DREYER’S  ICE  CREAM 
AND  NON  FAT  FROZEN  YOGURT, 

SODAS,  SUNDAES,  BANANA  SPLITS, 

PLUS  MANY  OTHER  DELICIOUS  REFRESHMENTS 


, “Kif  s': 


3388  24TH  ST.  OPEN  DAILY  7AM  - 1QPM 


PAGE  2Q  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  NOVEMBER  199S 


MHDC 

Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  invites  Homeowners  to 
participate  in  valuable 
Home  Improvement  & 
Rehabilitation  Programs. 

If  you  need: 

•A  New  Roof 

•Plumbing  & Electrical  Repairs 
•Ileal 

•New  Rear  Stair v 

•Kitchen  & Rath  Rehabilitation 

•Ilot  Water 

•To  Coned  Cotie  Violations 

You  may  qualify  if  you  ow  n your 
home;  if  your  income  falls  within 
certain  parameters;  and/or,  il  \ou  reni 
to  low  income  residents  Guidelines 
and  restrictions  are  aimed  at  presen  mg 
the  existing  al fordable  housing  stock  in 
the  Mission  District.  Call  MHDC  to  sec 
if  you  qualify.  Ask  IbrLucx  Pineda 
864-M32  (se  habla  cspanol)  to  Icam 
more  about  the  loan  program. 

Mission  1 lousing  Development  Corporation 


VALENCIA 
CREPES  & COFFEE 


NOW  OPEN  FOR 
. BREAKFAST 
. LUNCH 
. DINNER  a 

♦ 

DAILY  SPECIALS 

SERVED  WITH  SOUP  OR  SALAD,  HOME  FRIES  AND  FRUIT 

PRIMAVERA  $6.75 
SALSA  $5.95 

CHICKEN  OR  SHRIMP  FAJITA  $7.95 

1007  1\2  VALENCIA  ST.  (5)21STST 

OPEN  MON-THUR  9AM-10PM,  " 

FR1&SAT  8AM- 11PM,  SUN  8AM-10PM 

TEL:  550-2339 


ANNE  COLVIN 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
415-771-3821 
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WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  1 

Cafe  Arts  Kickoff  - At  the  New  Col 
lege.  Event  will  include  poetry,  music,  anc 
performance  with  featured  poets  Q.R. 
hand,  Jr.,  Laura  Mann,  and  many  more; 
half  off  admission  with  beret.  6PM,  The 
New  College  Cultural  Center,  766  Valen- 
cia St.,  Free,  437-3401. 

Dance  the  Night  Away  - Nancy  Karp 
+ Dancers  perform  Kistallnacht , which 
commemorates  in  dance  the  night  the 
Nazis  attacked  Jewish-owned  shops,  busi- 
nesses, and  homes.  Chronicle  and 
Guardian’s  Best  of  1993.  8PM,  Theater 
Artaud,  450  Florida  St.,  $15.50/13.50, 
621-7797,  Nov  1-5  and  9-12. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  2 

Women  Resisting  Aids  - Nancy 
Stoller,  co-editor  Beth  Schneider,  and 
other  contributing  authors  discuss  the 
fundamental  linkage  between  human 
rights  and  health.  7PM,  Glen  Park  Books, 
2788  Diamond  St.,  Free,  586-3733. 

Collective  Individuality  - Footwork 
presents  the  Pacific  Dance  Collective,  an 
artist  co-operative  which  creates  dances 
that  investigate  collective  interaction  and 
individual  transformation  (i.e.  group  and 
solo  performances).  8:30PM,  Dancers 
Group/Footwork,  3221 22nd  St.,  $10, 824- 
5044,  Thur.,  Fri,  & Sat.  thru  11th. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  3 

Roaming  Ballard  - The  premiere  of 
Piano  Concerto  No.  2 , by  SF  composer 
Gregory  Ballard,  (The  concerto)  has  the 
tenderness  of  Schubert  and  the  incandes- 
cence of  Chopin;  Wow!  8PM,  Com- 
munity Music  Center,  544  Capp  St.,  Free, 
647-6015. 

A Bunch  of  Guys  in  Washington  - A 

participant’s  account  of  a giant  step 
toward  Black  unity,  that  is  the  Million 
Man  March,  other  speakers.  8PM, 
Socialist  Action  Bookstore,  3425  Cesar 
Chavez  St.,  $3-$1.50, 821-0458. 


rock  opera  Indigo,  also  Trackstar  and 
PEE.  8PM,  The  Chameleon,  $5. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  5 

East  Meets  West  - Sin-Tung  Chiu, 
violin  & Dimitry  Cogan,  piano  perform 
the  complete  Sonatinas  for  Piano  and 
Violin  Op.  137,  Nos.  1,  2 & 3 by  Shubert, 
without  intermission,  pee  first.  4PM, 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St., 
$10/$5, 647-6015. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  7 

The  Irish  & Whitey,  What’s  Up?  - 
Noel  Ignatiev’s  How  the  Irish  Became 
White  attempts  to  explain  how  the  Irish, 
who  at  one  timed  shared  a similar  cultural 
identity  with  Afro-Americans,  were  able 
to  integrate  themselves  so  easily  into 
white  society.  Duhh.  7:30PM,  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  Free, 
282-9246. 

Calm  - Yoga  for  those  whose  life  has 
been  touched  by  HIV,  taught  by  Day  Net- 
kin.  7:30AM,  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770 
Dolores,  $7,  824-9600. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 

Bone  Up  - On  your  Fae  Myenne  Ng, 
Bone,  was  named  Notable  Book  of  1993 
by  the  New  York  Times  and  was  a finalist 
for  the  PEN  Faulkner  Fiction  Award 
1994.  8PM,  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia  St.,  $5/$3, 626-2782. 

Togetherness  - Family  film  night. 
7PM,  Mission  Branch  Library,  3359  24th 
St.,  Free,  695-5090. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 

Finicky  Tastes?  - Nikky  Finney,  poet, 
reads  from  Rice,  her  inspiring  book  of 
poetry  celebrating  African  American 
tradition.  7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  Free,  282- 
9246. 


Encuentro  del  Cuento  Popular  - 
Border  pop  singer  Tish  Hinojosa,  Fron- 
tejas , and  Mexican  rock  starlet  Cecilia 
Toussaint  headline  a tribute  to  Latin 
American  women  in  New  Song  at  the  14th 
Annual  Latin  American  Music  Festival. 
Also  Mili  Bermejo  Quartet,  Venezuelan 
composer-singer  Irene  Farrera,  Des- 
borde,  and  more.  Free  children’s  concert 
on  Nov.  5 from  2-4.  7:30PM,  Center  for 
the  Arts,  701  Mission  St.,  $15  in  adv./$18 
at  door,  239-3446,  thru  4th. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  4 

Florence  Dore  - UC  censorship  ex- 
pert guest-curates  this  special  show  on 
current  (and  historical)  efforts  to  curtail 
freedom  of  expression  in  the  arts.  Connie 
Samaras,  Mark  Hejnar,  and  more. 
8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824- 
3890. 

Organ  Grinder  - Charles  Rus  per- 
forming works  by  Couperin,  Howells,  and 
Bach.  5:30PM,  The  Episcopal  Church  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  1661  16th  St., 
Free,  923-5530. 

Hey  You!  Volunteers  Needed  - SFs 
public  schools  need  you  to  join  teachers 
in  the  classroom;  SF  School  Volunteers 
will  bring  you  and  a school  together. 
9AM,  James  Lick  Middle  School,  1220 
Noe  St.,  Free,  274-0250. 

Bow  Wow  Wow  - The  Pomeranians, 
Mission  Pop-Punk-Rock  legends,  (see  RS 
Nov.  92),  slither  into  The  Chameleon  for 
a special  one  night  performance  of  their 


Watch  Out!!  - Opening  celebration 
for  Collisions  A false  Sense  of  Well 
Being,  featuring  works  by  the  ten  artists 
who  live  and  work  at  Collision.  7:30PM, 
Collision,  417  14th  St.,  431-4074,  Thru 
Dec.  2. 

FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  10 

_ Cabin  Fever?  - Come  to  Spark’s  fly 
VI  sixth  annual  evening  of  music,  poetry, 
and  inspiration  benefiting  U.S.  women 
political  prisoners;  updates  on  the  cases 
of  Silvia  Baraldini,  Norma  Jean  Croy,  and 
more.  7:30PM,  The  Women’s  Building, 
3543  18th  St.,  $7-$25. 995-4735. 

Yell  and  Boogie  - Footloose  Dance 
Theater  presents  Speak  Up  <St  Dance , 
which  brings  together  a variety  of  hybrid 
dance  and  theater  acts  in  this  third  install- 
ment in  an  ongoing  series.  All  kinds  of 
good  stuff.  8:30PM  Fri.  & Sat.,  7:30PM 
Sun.,  Shotwell  Studios,  3252-A  19th  St., 
$10  ($5-$10  Sun.),  641f-8800. 

Soup  is  Good  Food  - Dif- 
ferent-turns reality  inside  out  Stone  Soup 
is  a mask  theater  troupe  whds  surreal  yet 
human  masks  magically  come  to  life 
through  pantomime,  dance,  and  voice. 
8:30PM,  Third  Wave  Dance  House,  3316 
24th  St.,  $10,  861-SOUP,  Nov.  10-11,  17- 
18. 

Get  Over  It  - Applied  meditation 
and  intuitive  problem  solving  training 
with  Margo  Adair,  author  of  Working  In- 
side Out-  7PM,  Fri.  eve.,  Sat  & Sun.,  Call 
861-6347  for  information  and  registration. 
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SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  11 

Santa  Paws  - Bring  yourself  and  your 
favorite  pet  to  the  SFSPCA  and  have  your 
picture  taken  with  Santa  Claus.  All  day, 
SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St.,  554-3000,  Thru 
Sun. 


Indictment  - Anand  Patwardhan,  In- 
dias  most  controversial  filmmaker,  ex- 
amines the  connections  between  religion, 
violence,  and  the  construction  of  the  male 
identity  in  India  today.  8:30PM,  ATA, 
992  Valencia,  $5, 824-3890. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  12 

Sing  Kids  - SFs  children’s  chorus, 
Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner  will  direct  the  an- 
nual fall  concert  featuring  popular  and 
folk  songs  from  around  the  world.  3PM, 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp  St., 
Free,  647-6015. 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  13 

A November  Event  - Martha 
Lawrence,  Murder  in  Scorpio,  and  Janice 
Steinberg,  Death  Crosses  the  Border. 
Read  from  their  novels  about,  respective- 
ly, a PI,  and  a reporter.  7PM,  Glen  Park 
Books,  2788  Diamond,  Free,  586-3733. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  14 

Dick  and  Geri  - Richard  Benbrook 
and  Geri  Digiomo  read.  7PM,  3300  Club, 
3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  333-3494. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  15 

What  are  you  then?  - Marsha 
Campbell  and  Janet  Bogardus  from  the 
Goddesses  We  Ain’t  collective  read  long 
, illustrated  prose  poem.  7PM,  Glen  Park 
Beeks,  2788  Diamond  St.,  Free.  586-3733. 

Cheap  Gifts  - EMPACT!,  the 
employee  activities  program  at  University 
of  California,  San  Francisco,  presents  the 
1st  annual  MCB  Holiday  Crafts  Faire, 
handmade  arts  and  crafts.  9AM,  UCSFs 
Mission  Center  Bldg.,  1855  Fulsom,  Free, 
476-2675. 

Strung  Along  - Multicultural  festival 
celebration  program  for  children  ages  3 
and  older,  Carnival  of  Wonders  puppet 
Theater  presents  Punch  and  Judy.  6PM, 
Mission  Branch  Library,  3359  24th  St., 
695-5090. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  16 

KUM1KOK1MOTO  - One  of  today’s 
most  creative  dance  companies, 
aforementioned,  present  premier  of 
Masao ; fascinating  images,  powerful 
ideas,  and  extraordinary  physicality. 
8PM,  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St., 
$12.50-$ 18.50,  621-7797,  Nov.  16-17,  18- 
19. 


Sex  Workers  - The  US  PROStitutes 
Collective  invites  you  to  a community 
forum  on  valuing  sex  workers;  hear  what 
they  had  to  say  about  this  in  Beijing. 
7:30PM,  The  New  College,  766  Valencia, 
$6-$10  donation. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  17 

Llvin  Alnt  Easy  - Walt  Odet’s  In  the 
Shadow  of  the  Epidemic  takes  an  intimate 
look  at  the  emotional  and  psychological 
impact  of  AIDS  on  the  lives  of  the  sur- 
vivors. 7:30PM,  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  Free,  282- 
9246. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  18 

Veritable  Media  Pucks  - With  FAF, 
media  pranksters  Igor  Vamos  and  Melin- 
da Stone  present  a polymorphous  pro- 
gram on  the  interpenetrating  of  the 
private  and  the  public,  not  so  cut  and  dry. 
8:30PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St.,  $5,  824- 
3890. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  19 

Claire,  Renee,  and  Karen  - Violin, 
piano,  and  clarinet  respectively,  perform 
Stravinsky,  William  O.  Smith,  and  Debus- 
sy. 7PM,  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St.,  647-6015  ticket  info. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  21 

The  Wacky  West  - Zeese 
Papanikolas,  Trickster  in  the  Land  of 
Dreams,  reimagines  the  history  of  the 

American  West,  from  the  Stone  Age  to 
the  present,  as  viewed  through  the  prism 
of  Shoshone  myth.  7:30PM,  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.,  282- 
9246. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  23 

Asi  Soy,  Ml  Autobiographia  - By  Sil- 
via Molina,  nominated  for  the  Interna- 
tional Writing  Award  in  1991.  4PM, 
Edison  School,  3531  22nd  St.,  Free,  695- 
5848. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  24 

Get  That  Nut!  - Dr.  Vaginal  Davis  will 
play  host  to  a special  screening  of  ex- 
perimental film  works;  lots  of  crazy  stuff, 
just  crazy.  7PM,  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
$5, 824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  25 

I’ll  Kill  That  Dog  - Now,  now,  animal 
behavior  specialist  Bob  Gutierrez  leads 
this  informative  class  to  help  dog  owners 
understand  what  causes  doggie  mis- 
behavior. 3PM,  SFSPCA,  2500  16th  St., 
$5,  554-3073. 

La  Yoga  - Beginner’s  Hatha  Yoga 
class  taught  in  Spanish.  8AM,  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores,  $7, 824-9600. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  28 

The  Great  Norton  Marcus  - Not  sure, 
but  it  sounds  great,  huh?  7PM,  3300  Club, 
3300  Mission  St.,  Free,  333-3494. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  30 

Writing  isn't  not  so  very  harder  - 
Sesshu  Foster  leads  a master  class  in  fic- 
tion writing  (must  submit  manuscript  in 
advance)  7PM,  Intersection  for  the  Arts, 
446  Valencia  St.,  $10, 626-ARTS. 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


COMING  SOON 


MONEY  TRAIN 

WESLEY  SNIPES  & 
WOODY  HARRELSON 

BABE 

INDIAN  IN  THE 


CUPBOARD 
BIG  GREEN 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-1  1 00 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 

by  Robert  Leaver 


AFRO-PORTUGESE  MUSIC 


The  strong,  mournful  voice  of  Cesaria 
Evora  filled  the  Great  American  Hall  last 
month  as  the  audiences  for  two  sold-out 
shows  responded  passionately.  Anyone 
who  hears  the  sweet,  melancholy  strains 
of  these  "mornas"  from  Cabo  Verde,  off 
the  west  coast  of  Africa,  can’t  help  but  be 
moved.  Now  there  is  a super  collection  of 
music  from  Cabo  Verde,  Sao  Tome  & 
Principe,  and  Angola  on  David  Byrne’s 
record  label,  Luaka  Bop,  called  Adven- 
tures in  Afropea  3;  Afro-Portugal.  If 
Cesaria  Evora  has  piqued  your1  interest, 
you  can  now  dig  deeper. 

The  artists  on  this  collection  sing  in  a 
variety  of  African  tongues,  Portugese, 
Creole  languages,  and  even  Spanish.  The 
album’s  musical  influences  include  Con- 
golese rumba  or  soukous,  Cuban  songs, 
merengue,  Antillean  zouk,  rock,  and  of 
course  Portugese  and  Brazilian  styles. 
There  is  an  equal  balance  here  between 
up-tempo  and  slower  tunes. 

The  "morna"  of  Cabo  Verde  (said  to 
come  from  the  American  blues  phrase, 
"moaner")  is  obviously  related  to  the  Por- 
tugese traditional  "fado"  synthesized  with 
African  rhythm  sensibility  and  perhaps  a 
blues  and  bossa  nova  influence.  Two  of 
Cesaria  Evora’s  most  profound  "mornas" 
are  included  here.  I hear  a timeless 
syncretism  of  an  old  world  Portugese 
sense  of  tragedy  and  the  feeling  of  dis- 
placement created  by  the  ruthless 
diaspora  of  African  peoples. 

The  Portugese  word  "sodade"  (mean- 
ing an  ardent  longing  or,  simply, 
homesick)  seems  to  be  the  most  common 
theme  in  this  music,  which  is  replete  with 


lyrics  such  as  "my  friend,  only  you  really 
know  the  suffering  in  this  life  of  mine," 
songs  about  "the  truth  of  hunger,  the  truth 
of  misery  and  of  the  nakedness  of  slavery," 
and  wondering,  "divine  love,  why  must  it 
be  that  my  heart  is  weeping?"  Dany  Silva, 
a Cabo  Verdean  based  in  London,  sings 
in  "Mama  Africa,"  "your  blood  has  been 
spilled  across  five  continents  and  your 
children  were  shipwrecked  in  foreign 
lands,  among  foreign  peoples.. .Mother 
Africa,  come  hold  me  in  your  arms,  come 
tell  me  who  I am."  Could  there  be  any 
better  way  of  summing  up  the  longing  of 
the  displaced  African  soul? 

For  years  I have  been  the  proud  owner 
of  a tatty  record  from  Sao  Tome  by  a 
group  called  Africa  Negra  and  I never 
expected  to  see  this  on  C.D.  One  of  their 
songs  is  included  here,  classic  African 
dance  music  with  funky  horns  and  African 
guitar.  Waldemar  Bastos  from  Angola 
contributes  "N’Gana,"  recorded  in  Brazil 
with  the  famous  Chico  Buarque  and  Mar- 
tinho  Da  Vila  contributing  vocals.  Call  it 
a boss’  Angola  style. 

Also  included  is  my  personal  favorite, 
Bonga,  perhaps  Angola’s  favorite  singer 
over  the  last  twenty  years  during  which  he 
has  been  largely  based  in  Europe.  There 
is  an  exellent  compilation  of  his  music 
available,  simply  entitled  Angola.  Taken 
from  several  older  records,  the  styles 
range  from  electric  dance  music  with 
Congolese  influence  to  folkloric  Angolan 
songs  to  tunes  recorded  with  Brazilian 
musicians.  His  raspy  voice  can’t  be  ig- 
nored and  captures  the  cries  of  pain  and 
joy. 

The  strains  of  suffering  here  are 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 
61 1 Florida  Street  (Near  1 8th  St.) 
S.F.,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-8588 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 


LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANNA  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

WE  OFFER  YOU  THREE  POSSIBILITIES 

• Our  VW  department  is  manned  by  two  mechanics 
with  a combined  total  of  70  years  of  VW  repair 
experience 


• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  "do  it  yourself" 
plan.  Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to 
work,  the  tools  you  need,  and  the  technical 
advice  to  get  the  job  done 

We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes 

>►  A VW  Repair  Class  specifically  for  learning 
about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women 


You  can  see  that  wo  have  all  bases  cov- 
ered Wo  would  bo  ploasod  to  assist  you  in 
any  of  tho  directions  you  choose 


San  Francisco  Auto  Repair  Center 
services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 
OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 
(415)  285-8588 
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present  but  the  tone  is  transcendent.  In 
general  I have  found  African  music  to  be 
a music  of  celebration  even  when  the  sub- 
ject is  serious  or  painful.  It  is  truly  ironic 
that  in  countries  where  there  is  so  much 
poverty  and  misery,  one  finds  so  much 
music  that  is  ecstactic  and  celebratory, 
while  in  privileged  countries  such  as  this 
one,  popular  music  is  filled  with  such 
anger,  gloom  and  adolescent  self-pity. 
Melancholy  feelings  can  be  expressed  in 
sublime  song  and  help  to  heal  the  heart’s 
wounds. 

On  the  live  side,  there  is  an  event  that 
should  be  a must  for  all  Cuban  music  and 


jazz  fans.  The  definitive  Cuban  jazz  band, 
I rake  re,  will  be  making  their  first  ap- 
pearance in  San  Francisco.  As  the  van- 
guard of  Cuban  jazz,  they  have  toured  the 
world  coundess  times  over  the  last  twenty 
years  with  only  the  rare  appearance  in  the 
U.S.  Led  by  founder  Jesus  "Chucho"  Val- 
des and  featuring  memebers  of  the  cur- 
rent band  and  superb  local  Latin 
musicians,  they  will  appear  at  Great 
American  Music  Hall  on  Thursday, 
November  16  and  Friday,  November  17. 
This  is  indeed  a one  of  kind  event.  Don’t 
miss  it! 

Viva  La  Musical 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 
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ROLL  OUT  THE  GUILLOTINES  ! ! 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

Be  honest:  Aren’t  you  sick  of  all 
these  elections?  Aren’t  you  tired  of  the 
bickering,  the  posturing,  the  empty 
promises?  Doesn’t  it  make  your  poor 
head  hurt  to  keep  up  with  all  those  sticky 
issues,  propositions,  social  and  budgetary 
messes?  Of  course  it  does.  I know  exactly 
how  you  feel.  I,  Frank  Deadbeat,  colum- 
nist for  the  New  Mission  News  and  can- 
didate for  Mayor  of  San  Francisco,  took 
one  look  at  the  voter  information 
pamphlet  (and  at  my  numbers  in  the  polls 
— er,  is  zero  a number?)  and  it  made  my 
head  hurt  so  badly,  like  a galloping  of 
horses  on  my  brainpan,  that  I was 
tempted,  in  despair,  to  withdraw  from  the 
race.  The  human  race. 

But  you,  dear  reader,  dearest  voter, 
you  need  not  despair.  I have  reformu- 
lated my  position,  but  withdrawn  I have 
not.  Just  WRITE  ME  IN  on  your  ballots, 
and  I promise  you,  my  friends,  you  will 
never  need  to  bother  your  pretty  little 
heads  over  politics  again.  Just  trust  me  on 
this  one,  OK?  I’ll  take  care  of  everything. 
I’ll  be  a goooood  daddy. 

As  Mayor,  my  first  official  act  will  be 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Mayor  and  suspend 
all  elections  indefinitely. 

My  qualifications  are:  A grandly  aes- 
thetic, classically  psychotic,  raging 
megalomania  unparalleled  since  the 
Golden  Age  of  Caligula  and  Nero, 
coupled  with  a thoroughly  modern  en- 
thusiasm for 

getting  the  job  done.  The  voices  in  my 
head  will  tell  me  what  to  do.  Unhindered 
by  remorse  or  pity,  ravening  for  obscene 
delights,  I will  unleash  upon  this  city  such 
a reign  of  bloody  terror  as  the  world  has 
never...  {Oops!  The  spin  doctor  in  my 
head  advises  me  to  save  some  of  these 
rhetorical  flourishes  for  my  acceptance 
speech.) 

He’s  fired!  He  had  the  nerve  to  tell  me 
to  discuss  "the  issues"  — but  that  would 
have  meant  breaking  my  promise  to  your 


pretty,  as-of-yet  attached  heads!  And  I 
will  keep  that  promise,  gentle  voter.  Rest 
assured. 

Imagine  no  oppression,  no  discrimina- 
tion based  on  class,  race,  gender,  sexual 
orientation.  How  can  this  be?  Simple.  In 
the  basket,  all  your  heads  will  be  equal, 
and  they  will  all  get  along  together  just 
fine. 

For  the  survivors  of  my  "Matrix"  pro- 
gram, an  Eden  awaits.  Imagine  a city 
where  the  corporate  rich  no  longer 
enslave  the  working  poor  and  powerless 
for  profit,  and  Behold!  All  property  is 
seized  by  me!  ALL  ARE  ENSLAVED! 

Remember,  folks:  slaves  (in  the  clas- 
sical sense)  never  have  to  worry  about  rent 
or  unemployment.  They  have  complete 
freedom  from  choice.  They  also  get  to 
keep  their  heads.  Sounds  good,  doesn’t 
it?  Of  course  it  does.  You’ll  be  well  fed. 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  HEALTH  CENTER 
56  Julian  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
(415)  621-8051 

Our  medical  clinic  is  interested  in  expanding  out 
practice  to  new  patients.  Our  office  hours  are  Monday  through 
Friday,  9:00  AM  to  5:00  PM.  We  offer: 

♦ Primary  health  care  for  the  entire  family 

♦ Immunizations/WIC 

♦ An  Advice/Triagc  Nurse 

We  accept  MediCAL,  MediCARE  and  Private  Insurance.  For 
people  with  no  insurance,  we  can  bill  on  a sliding  scale.  Call  out 
billing  clerk  for  more  information. 

If  you  are  interested  in  seeing  a doctor,  call  for  an  appointment  at 
(415)  621-8051. 
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too,  after  the  slaughter  of  mine  enemies 
along  with  all  dissidents,  all  hackey-sack- 
ers.  Herb  Caen,  and  anyone  else  deemed 
unfit  to  undertake  the  work  of  building  my 
colossal  phallic  monuments. 

Hey,  you  want  " leadership "?  / got  yer 
" leadership " right  here! 

Another  civic  project,  by  the  way,  in- 
volves reviving  the  old  downtown  stadium 
idea  --  only,  I prefer  the  word  "Coliseum." 
It  has  such  a nice  ring  to  it  --  like  the 
ringing  clash  of  swords  in  the  arena  ere 


the  fatal  blow  is  struck,  the  weaker  foe 
eviscerated  in  the  dust... 

Such  entertainments,  in  addition  to 
keeping  my  bloodlust  sated,  will  also  solve 
the  homeless  problem.  Obviously,  the 
homeless  will  be  pitted  against  each  other 
in  the  Coliseum.  Those  too  weak  to  fight 
will  serve  as  lion  fodder.  Think  of  the 
tourist  appeal!  (Maybe  after  the  home- 
less are  all  gone,  we’ll  bus  some  Christians 
up  from  Los  Gatos,  eh?) 

YOU  WHO  ARE  ABOUT  TO  DIE, 
SALUTE  ME!  HA!  HA!  HA!  HA!  HA! 

Oh,  my  head.  The  voices.  Spinning, 
spinning  — "should’ve  taken  my  advice." 
The  spin  doctor  is  back!  He  says  I blew 
the  election  by  laying  my  cards  on  the 
table  too  soon!  "Oh,  you  blew  it,  all  right. 
Mass  executions?  Slavery?  You  blew  it 
worse  than  Pete  Wilson,  even."  But  it’s 
not  too  late  for  us  to  rehabilitate  oursel- 
ves, old  Pete  and  I.  Remember  our 
beloved  Nixon. 

Well,  I’ll  try  to  be  good.  I’ll  play  the 
game.  I’U  give  a speech;  I’ll  say.  And  so, 
in  conclusion,  you  deluded  peasants  — I 
mean,  my  fellow  San  Franciscans  — as  your 
Mayor,  I will  confront  the  issues  head-on. 
I will  assign  a death  squad  - uh,  I mean  a 
task  force  — to  study  each  and  every  freak- 
ing municipal  issue.  I will  listen  carefully 
to  the  recommendations  of  each  task 
force  before  I liquidate  - I mean,  before 
I roll  out  the  — I mean,  before  I take 
decisive  action  to  implement  a comprehen- 
sive program  of  government  reform  on  every 
level! 

There,  I did  it.  Aren’t  you  proud  of 
me,  Newt?  I’m  a regular  politician  now. 
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CUSTOM  FRAMING  & GALLERY 

METAL  FRAME 
PACKAGE  DEAL 
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PRICE 


COME  BY  AND  VISIT  OUR  NEW 
LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 

934  VALENCIA  ST.,  AT  20TH  ST.,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  415-826-2321 
FREE  ADMISSION  TO  ALL  EVENTS 


COLORS:  Anodic,  Black,  Matt  Black.  Contrast  Gra 
Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted  Gold,  Silver,  Frosted 
Silver.White  and  Pewter 


INCLUDES:  Frame,  glass,  mount,  labc 
backing,  wire,  and  hooks. 
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16x20 
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18x24 
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